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To the resident

Message from the Mayor 
Welcome to the fi rst edition 

of a community newsletter 

designed to foster improved 

communication between the 

community and its Council.

This fi nancial year holds many 

opportunities and challenges 

for the Shire. Strategically, the 

Shire has committed to several 

new projects; on top of the day 

to day activities of the Council. 

Upcoming projects and plans 

  Managed grass areas will be reduced by 5% per annum to 

be replaced with low maintenance native plants, you will have 

noticed this has commenced along the New England Highway. 

  The construction of youth friendly amenities including 

a new skate park ($300,000) and youth information space, 

planned as part of the Muswellbrook regional library 

upgrade ($3.3 million).

  Specifi cations have been completed for Muswellbrook’s 

main street revitalisation project and is now undergoing 

detailed design ($500,000).

  Council is working to increase the Shire’s medical 

and aged care infrastructure. A parcel of land for an aged 

care facility has been identifi ed and Council continues to 

explore options for a second medical centre.

  There has been an increase in the funding for local 

roads and Council is working with mining developers 

and the Department of Planning to ensure that residents 

do not unreasonably bear the costs of maintaining roads 

prematurely damaged by intensive coal activity. 

  Council is lobbying for a royalty return to the local 

community to partly off set the cumulative burden 

of coal mining.

  A new sewage treatment plant, water treatment 

plant, regional waste facility, council logo, marketing and 

tourism strategy, town entry signs, continual website 

improvements  and a revitalised Muswellbrook Spring 

Carnivalé are also taking place.

Council remains committed to a Muswellbrook bypass and 

it continues to lobby for Federal and State Government 

funding for that project as Stage 2 of the Hunter 

Expressway.

In July we celebrated 30 years as the Council of the Shire 

of Muswellbrook and I was pleased to have the four 

previous mayors of the Shire assist me in hosting 

celebratory functions.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 

concerns or compliments to pass on about your Council.

 Martin Rush - Mayor
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All past mayors of Muswellbrook Shire Council at the time capsule resetting. 

The Hon. John Jobling MLC 1979-1986; Ian Wolfgang 1986-1989; Ian Seymour O.A.M 

1989-1999; John Colvin A.M, R.F.D, E.D 1999-2008; Martin Rush 2008 to present.
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Message from General Manager
Welcome to our fi rst community 

newsletter.  The newsletter 

provides an overview of what your 

council is currently engaged in and 

will be issued every three months.  

More regular updates can be 

viewed on our website.

In our fi rst edition it is important 

to provide an overview of your 

Council.  The Council is made up of 

elected Councillors and staff .  The 

twelve Councillors are responsible for:

•  Directing and controlling the aff airs of Council in 

accordance with the Local Government Act;

• Allocating resources for the benefi t of the area;

•  Setting and reviewing Council’s policies and 

objectives;

•  Reviewing the performance of the Council and its 

delivery of services;

• Electing the Mayor and Deputy Mayor; and

• The appointment of the General Manager.

The General Manager is responsible for overseeing the 

day to day operations (including staff ) and implementing 

Council decisions.  

A feature of the newsletter is promotion of upcoming 

events.  If you would like an upcoming event publicised 

please forward details to:   What’s On

Muswellbrook Shire Council

PO Box 122

Muswellbrook NSW 2333

or email: whatson@muswellbrook.nsw.gov.au

Council welcomes any suggestions on information 

you would like to read in future editions. Please send your 

comments to the Newsletter Editor at the above post 

offi  ce address, call 02 6549 3700 or email 

council@muswellbrook.nsw.gov.au

Steve McDonald, General Manager

Road and landscape improvements
You may have noticed signifi cant changes have been made 

to New England Highway over the past few months with 

a new set of traffi  c lights at the intersection of Rutherford 

Road, median strip improvements and a new cycleway 

linking Bimbadeen Drive to Rutherford Road. These works 

have cost in excess of $800,000 with benefi ts including 

increased safety for vehicle traffi  c, cyclists, pedestrians 

and workforce as well as improved accessibility, aesthetics 

and reduced maintenance costs. These new traffi  c lights 

will cater for expected traffi  c growth from the South 

Muswellbrook commercial area and subdivisions.

Completion of the second stage of the Bengalla Link 

Road project, a condition of development consent set 

for Bengalla Coal Mine, is another important milestone. 

Linking Denman Road to Wybong Road near Roxburgh 

Road will provide improved access to major mine 

developments in the area. This road forms part of the 

Western Roads Strategy, developed by Council in 1997.  

Xstrata-Mangoola are providing additional upgrades for 

Wybong Road, the intersections of Bengalla Link Road and 

Denman Road, and intersections of Wybong Road and the 

Golden Highway. These works are being undertaken as a 

condition of development consent and are intended to 

signifi cantly improve the standards of access to these areas.

Resealing and gravel re-sheeting programs, totalling over 

$1.3M, and the replacement of a major bridge at Widden 

Brook on the Bylong Valley Way, at a cost of $1.8M , are also 

taking place as part of Council’s roadworks capital program.

These works are overseen by Council’s Community 

Infrastructure Department, who are responsible for the 

provision and maintenance of roads, drainage, water, 

sewage, waste management, parks, sporting fi elds, passive 

areas, public pools, community and operational buildings 

within Muswellbrook Shire.

Neil Pope 

Director Community Infrastructure

Muswellbrook Shire Council Community News October 2009

Traffi  c lights being installed at intersection of 

Rutherford Road and New England Highway in August this year.

Facts about your Council
• Current operational budget is 27 million dollars

• Capital budget is 14 million dollars

• Council employs 158 fulltime equivalent staff 

• The local road network is 583kms

• Water processed per annum equals 2,100 million litres

•  Sewage water processed per annum equals 1,060 million litres

• Tonnes of rubbish to landfi ll per annum equals 15,000 tonnes

• Tonnes of rubbish recycled per annum equals 8,000 tonnes
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Environmental reporting
Local governments play a signifi cant role in the 

environmental management of their area. Annual reports 

on the environment are produced including topics such as 

population, air quality, water supply and biodiversity.  State 

of the Environment Reports are permanently available for 

public viewing in the Environment section on Council’s 

website or at Council’s Administration Centre during 

business hours.

After four years in the making, 

Local Environment Plan gazetted
The Local Environment Plan (LEP) is a legal planning 

instrument used to determine land use and control 

development within the Shire. The LEP contains various 

planning controls that set a legal framework by zoning 

land, establishing development categories, defi ning land 

uses and addressing issues such as heritage conservation, 

environmental protection, minimum lot sizes, building 

density and height limits. 

The Muswellbrook Shire Council LEP 2009 was gazetted 

on the 17th April and is one of the fi rst LEP’s in New South 

Wales to be made using the State Government’s new LEP 

template.  

The LEP should be consulted by anybody proposing to 

carry out development within Muswellbrook Shire and 

can be accessed by searching for ‘Local Environment Plan’ 

on Council’s website or by visiting the Department of 

Legislation website at www.legislation.nsw.gov.au. 

Chris Gidney 

Director Environmental Services

Council’s new user-friendly website
Council launched their new website and logo last 

month to coincide with the 30th anniversary of 

Muswellbrook Shire Council.

“We undertook extensive research to see what information 

our community would expect to fi nd from their council’s 

website, and how they could fi nd this information easily. 

Our statistics show that website visits doubled almost 

instantly once the new site went live.”  Council’s website 

offi  cer Fiona McBurney said.

New features of the website include the Community 

Announcements section where you can fi nd latest news 

at a glance such as traffi  c alerts and gallery launches, a 

Residents portal which is full of information specifi cally 

for residents such as environmental grant opportunities, 

waste collection timetables and educational facilities, 

and a Business portal which is full of information for 

local businesses and businesses that have dealings 

with the council. 

These new sections are all available from the homepage 

and every site visitor is encouraged to leave their 

comments and suggestions by clicking on the 

Feedback button located at the base of every page.

Visit our new website at www.muswellbrook.nsw.gov.au

Josh Pryor, IT Manager

Peter Jeuken, Chris Gidney and Mathew Pringle of the 

Environmental Services team discussing town zoning.

A message from Australia Post
Australia Post is urging Muswellbrook residents 
to ensure their dogs are secured behind fences, 
after three posties were been bitten by dogs 
while delivering mail.  

Australia Post takes great care to equip posties to 

stay safe on the job by utilising a variety of safety 

strategies and wants the Muswellbrook community 

to play its part in making their posties safe.  

Australia Post spokesperson, Scott McIntyre said 

that by keeping dogs locked safe in yards you can 

help our posties to avoid potential issues on their 

daily delivery beat. 

“Apart from making sure your fence is sturdy, think 

about positioning your letterbox somewhere your 

dog can’t leap up towards and if you know you 

have an aggressive dog, put up a ‘Beware of Dog’ 

sign,” Mr McIntyre said. 

Dog owners are required by law to keep their pets 

restrained, not only for the safety of their postie, 

but for the wider community too. 

When posties are routinely menaced 

by a dog, Australia Post writes to the 

owner to inform them of the problem 

and if it persists, Australia Post will 

notify the local council ranger for 

further investigation. 
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October
Fri & Sat 
nights

Ethnic beer month, Friday and Saturday 
evenings in Oct at Eatons Hotel. Call Phil or 
Kyua on 6543 2403 for details.

01 Oct Summer season at the public pools begin

01 & 
22 Oct

Denman Amateur Swimming Club registrations. 

Lions Park at 3:15pm. Call Kim Medhurst on 
6547 2852 for details.

03 Oct  Smokin’ at the Pot House, Lions Park, Lower 
Brook St. Muswellbrook from 9.00am. Presented 
by Muswellbrook Ceramics Group. Call Scott 
Cooper on 0427 101 697 for details.

04 Oct  Denman Cup, Muswellbrook Race Club, 
Skellatar Park, Racecourse Rd. Muswellbrook. 
Call 6541 1699 for details.

19 Oct  Muswellbrook Amateur RSL Youth Swimming 

Club comp commences. Call Adam Greentree 
on 0419 293 085 for details.

13 Oct Muswellbrook Park Tennis Club comp 

commences. Call Diane Jaskienicz on 
6543 2330 for details.

24 Oct National Parks Association of NSW bushwalk in 

Martindale.  Level of diffi  culty: Medium. 
Call Marion Woolley on 6547 3552 for details. 

24 Oct  Old Time and New Vogue Springtime Dances, 
Muswellbrook Workers Club. Hosted by The Upper 
Hunter New Vogue & Old Time Dance Group. Call 
6543 2011 for details.

24 Oct  Muswellbrook Charity Rodeo, 
Muswellbrook Showground at 6.00pm. 
Call 6543 1492 for details.

24 Oct  Upper Hunter Collectors Fair, Denman Memorial 
Hall 9.00am to 3.00pm. $3 per adults and $1 per 
child. Call 6547 1161 for details.

24 Oct  Spring Fair at Dunmore Lang Christian School, 
church grounds, Hill St. Muswellbrook from 9.00am. 
Call 6543 1793 for details.

24-25 Oct  Relay for Life, Weeraman Fields, Common Rd. 
Muswellbrook.

24-25 Oct  Campdraft, Muswellbrook Showground
Call 6543 1492 for details.

24 Oct  Muswellbrook Regional Arts Centre presents 
launch of Upper Hunter Abstractionist - Charles 

Blandford and The Muswellbrook Local Art 

Awards. 6.00pm at Muswellbrook Regional Arts 
Centre. Exhibition ends 29 November. 
Call 6549 3880 for details.

28 Oct Upper Hunter Family Support presents “Engaging 

Adolscents” 9.00am to 3.30pm at Muswellbrook 
Baptist Church. Phone 6542 3555 to book or enquire.

29 Oct Denman Amateur Swimming Club comp commences.

31 Oct St James Carnivalé. St James Primary School, 
Skellatar Stock Route, Muswellbrook. 10am to 4pm. 

November
01 Nov  Brunch at the Park, Hosted by The Apex Club 

of Muswellbrook. Simpson Park, Muswellbrook 
11.30am to 2.30pm.

01 Nov Denman Golf Club comp commences. 

Call Les Eaton on 6547 2000 for details.

02 Nov  Muswellbrook Cup Carnival Ladies Day and 

TAB meeting, Skellatar Park, Racecourse Rd. 
Muswellbrook. Call 6541 1699 for details.

03 Nov  Muswellbrook Cup Carnival, Skellatar Park, 
Racecourse Rd. Muswellbrook, Call 6541 1699.

10, 17, 24 
Nov

Upper Hunter Family Support presents “Behaviour 

Management Parenting Program” 9.30am to 
2.30pm. Various locations. Call 6542 3555 to book 
or enquire.

11 Nov Upper Hunter Family Support presents “Three 

choices (123 magic and emotion coaching)” 
9.00am to 3.30pm at Muswellbrook Baptist Church. 
Phone 6542 3555 to book or enquire.

15 Nov  Global Village Classic Car Show, Muswellbrook 
Showground  from 10.30am to 5.00pm. 
Entry $2.00 per person or $5.00 per family.

21 Nov  Uniting Church Fete, on the church grounds at 
Bridge St. Muswellbrook, 9.00am to 1.00pm.

27 Nov  Old Time and New Vogue Springtime Dances, 
Muswellbrook Workers Club. Hosted by The Upper 
Hunter New Vogue & Old Time Dance Group. Call 
6543 2011 for details.

December
05 Dec  “Messiah” a performance by the Upper Hunter 

Conservatorium of Music, Muswellbrook High 
School at 7.00pm. Entry $15 per adult and $10 per 
child. Call 6541 488 for details.

7-20 Dec  Red Cross Christmas Trees & Wreaths

at Muswellbrook Regional Arts Centre. Christmas 

2009 Local Artist’s Selling Show at Muswellbrook 
Regional Arts Centre. 
Call 6549 3880 for details.

18 Dec  Red Cross Award Ceremony and Arts Centre 

Christmas Party 6.00pm, Muswellbrook Regional 
Arts Centre. Call  6549 3880 for details.

31 Dec  Big New Years Eve Dance Party, Muswellbrook 
Workers Club. Hosted by The Upper Hunter New 
Vogue & Old Time Dance Group. 
Call 6543 2011 for details.

The information provided on this page has been provided in good faith. 
However, the accuracy of the information cannot be guaranteed. Please 
contact the event organiser directly if you have enquiries. 

Much of the information provided 
for “What’s on” was sourced from 
the Muswellbrook Spring Carnivalé 
promotional fl ip-book which is accessible by visiting 
www.muswellbrook.org.au

email details of your next event to: whatson@muswellbrook.nsw.gov.au


