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 INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING, 18 APRIL 2018 

MUSWELLBROOK SHIRE COUNCIL 

P.O Box 122 

MUSWELLBROOK 

13 April, 2018 

Councillors, 

You are hereby requested to attend the Infrastructure Committee Meeting to be held in the 
COUNCILLORS ROOM, Administration Centre, Muswellbrook on 18 April, 2018 commencing 
at 4.30pm. 

 

Derek Finnigan 
INTERIM DIRECTOR - COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
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MUSWELLBROOK SHIRE COUNCIL 
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING 

AGENDA 
 WEDNESDAY 18 APRIL 2018  

1 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

Moved: _____________________________ Seconded: _______________________________ 

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Infrastructure Committee held on 28 March 2018, a copy of which has 
been distributed to all members, be taken as read and confirmed as a true record. 

   

Moved: _____________________________ Seconded: ______________________________



MINUTES OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE MUSWELLBROOK SHIRE 
COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCILLORS ROOM, ADMINISTRATION CENTRE, MUSWELLBROOK ON 
WEDNESDAY 28 MARCH, 2018 COMMENCING AT 5.15PM. 
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PRESENT: Cr B.N. Woodruff (Chair), Cr M. Rush, Cr M. Bowditch, , Cr J. Foy, Cr M. Green, 
Cr G. McNeill and Cr R. Scholes. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms F. Plesman (Acting General Manager), Mr D. Finnigan (Interim Director, 
Community Infrastructure), Ms C. O’Brien (Acting Director, Planning, Community 
& Corporate Services), Mr P. Redan  (Executive Manager, Water and Waste), Ms 
G. Bobsien (Executive Manager – Economic Development & Innovation), Mr E. 
Ediriwickrama (Manager, Roads & Drainage), Ms N. Cowley (Manager, 
Corporate Services), Mr J. Brown (Executive Services Co-Ordinator), Mr J. 
Wisniewski (Waste, Reuse, Environment & Operations Manager), Mrs L. Payne 
(Co-Ordinator, Financial Services), Mr M. Lysaught (Manager, Property & 
Building), Mrs M. Sandell-Hay (PA to General Manager) and Mrs N. Argent (PA 
to Mayor).  

1 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Crs Rush and Bowditch that:  

The apologies for inability to attend the meeting submitted by Cr. S. Bailey, Cr J.F. Eades, Cr 
J. Ledlin, Cr S. Reynolds and Cr S. Ward be ACCEPTED and the necessary Leave of Absence 
be GRANTED. 

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Crs McNeill and Green that:  

The Minutes of the Infrastructure Committee held on 28 February 2018, a copy of which has 
been distributed to all members, be taken as read and confirmed as a true record. 

3 DISCLOSURE OF ANY PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 

Nil 

4 BUSINESS ARISING 

4.1 STAFF APPRECIATION 

 Cr Woodruff requested that staff who conducted work at Dingo Gully be congratulated 
particularly in the way which they have used leftover soil to create a mowing surface. 

5 BUSINESS 

5.1 JUL - DEC 2017 INFRASTRUCTURE REPORT FOR WATER AND WASTEWATER 
SERVICES 

 Cr Scholes inquired whether the attachment to the report could be amended to have a rolling 
12 months rather than the Year to Date column.   

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Crs Scholes and McNeill that:  

Council note the content of this report. 
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6 ADJOURNMENT  INTO CLOSED COMMITTEE 

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Crs Green and Foy that:  

The Committee adjourn into Closed Session and members of the press and public be excluded 
from the meeting of the Closed Session, and access to the correspondence and reports relating 
to the items considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld unless declassified 
by separate resolution. This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions: 

7.1 DOMESTIC WASTE PROGRAM - SKIP BIN LOCATED AT 182 SCRUMLO ROAD, 
HEBDEN 

Item 7.1 is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section10A(2)(a) of the local 
government act 1993, as it deals with personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other 
than councillors), and the Committee considers that discussion of the matter in an open meeting 
would be, on balance, contrary to the public interest. 

7.2 POTENTIAL  DISPUTE 

Item 7.2 is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section10A(2)(c) of the local 
government act 1993, as it deals with information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business, 
and the Committee considers that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would be, on 
balance, contrary to the public interest. 

7.3 MARCH QUARTERLY REPORT - PROGRESS ON THE RECYCLE WATER 
TREATMENT WORKS PROJECT 

Item 7.3 is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section10A(2)(d)(I) of the local 
government act 1993, as it deals with commercial information of a confidential nature that would, 
if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, and the Committee 
considers that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would be, on balance, contrary to the 
public interest.  

7 CLOSED COMMITTEE 

7.1 DOMESTIC WASTE PROGRAM - SKIP BIN LOCATED AT 182 SCRUMLO ROAD, HEBDEN 

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Crs Bowditch and McNeill that:  

Council agree to giving direction to JR Richards to remove the skip bin and discontinue the 
service at 182 Scrumlo Road, Hebden. 

 

7.2 POTENTIAL  DISPUTE 

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Crs Rush and Scholes that:  

The resolution of the matter be delegated to the General Manager. 
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7.3 MARCH QUARTERLY REPORT - PROGRESS ON THE RECYCLE WATER TREATMENT 
WORKS PROJECT 

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Crs Scholes and Green that:  

Council note the quarterly progress report on the provision of the new recycle water treatment 
works up to March 2018. 

   

8 RESUMPTION OF OPEN COMMITTEE 

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Crs Green and Bowditch that:  

The meeting return to Open Committee. 

 

9 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 18 April 2018  

10 CLOSURE 

The meeting was declared closed at 5.21 pm. 

 

 

 

........................................................ ...................................................... 

Ms F. Plesman Cr B. Woodruff 

General Manager   Chairperson 
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3 DISCLOSURE OF ANY PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 

Section 451 of the Local Government Act requires that if a councillor or member of a council or 
committee has a pecuniary interest in any matter before the council or committee, he/she must 
disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable and must not be present 
at, or in sight of, the meeting, when the matter is being discussed, considered or voted on. 

A pecuniary interest is an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood 
or expectation of financial gain or loss (see sections 442 and 443 of the Local Government Act). 

A non-pecuniary interest can arise as a result of a private or personal interest which does not 
involve a financial gain or loss to the councillor or staff member (eg friendship, membership of an 
association, or involvement or interest in an activity).  A councillor must disclose the nature of the 
interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

Council’s Model Code of Conduct now recognises two forms of non-pecuniary conflict of interests: 

 Significant 

 Less than significant 

A Councillor must make an assessment of the circumstances and determine if the conflict is 
significant. 

If a Councillor determines that a non-pecuniary conflict of interests is less than significant and does 
not require further action, they must provide an explanation of why it is considered that the conflict 
does not require further action in the circumstances. 

If the Councillor has disclosed the existence of a significant non-pecuniary conflict of interests at a 
meeting they must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting, when the matter is being 
discussed, considered or voted on. 

 

4 BUSINESS ARISING  
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5 BUSINESS 

5.1 DESIGN AND COST ESTIMATES FOR CAPITAL PROJECTS 

Attachments: A. Concept Design - Wilkins Street   

Responsible Officer: Derek Finnigan - Interim Director - Community Infrastructure  

Author: Edi Ediriwickrama - Manager, Roads & Drainage  

Community Plan Issue: Our community's infrastructure is planned well, is safe and reliable 
and provides required levels of service 

Community Plan Goal: Facilitate investment in high quality community infrastructure 
necessary to a regional centre. 

Community Plan Strategy: Provide to Council designs and associated estimates for the 
forward financial year.        

 

 

PURPOSE 

To inform Council of the estimated cost of projects that can be listed for consideration in future Capital 
Works Program. 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

Council  

1.  Endorse the concept design for Wilkins Street Upgrade project: 

2.  Note the preliminary cost estimates for the project designed. 

 

Moved: _____________________________ Seconded: _______________________________ 

BACKGROUND 

Council considered a report on projects for investigation and design at the Infrastructure Committee 
Meeting of 30 August 2017 and resolved that the following projects be included in 2017-18 design 
program. 

 Wilkins Street from Ford Street to Aberdeen Street; 

 Stormwater drainage study – Scott Street catchment; 

 Yarrawa Road – unsealed section; 

 Condition data collection – part of the road network 

 Level 3 inspection of the bridges identified through level 2 inspections. 

Further to the above projects, Council has allocated funds separately to undertake the Denman Master 
Plan Works. 

CONSULTATION 

The property owners adjacent to the sections of roads designed will be consulted prior to finalising the 
designs.  

CONSULTATION WITH COUNCILLOR SPOKESPERSON 

Cr Woodruff 
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REPORT 

Investigation and design have been completed for all projects except for the stormwater drainage studies 
of Scott Street catchment, Yarrawa Road design, which are in progress. The concept design for Wilkins 
Street is attached to the report as Appendices A.  

Wilkins  Street 

The design is completed for the section of Wilkins Street from Ford Street to Aberdeen Street. The 
estimated cost of the rehabilitation is $ 450,000. 

Road Network Condition Data 

Condition data for a part of the road network has been collected through a consultant. The condition data 
collected will be used to develop optimised works program and for completing the Report on 
Infrastructure Asset as a part of the financial reporting. 

Level 3 Bridge Inspections 

Level 3 inspections of four major drainage structures and Williams Bridge were undertaken. The 
inspection has identified a few minor defects such as minor cracking and spalling on drainage structures. 
The cracks are not due to structural deficiencies and therefore those structures will be kept monitoring. 
The remedial works for spalling will be scoped and a contractor will be engaged to undertake the works. 

It was reported to Infrastructure Committee of February 2016 of the condition of the Williams Bridge on 
Martindale Road and the need to monitor and undertake critical repairs until it is replaced with a concrete 
bridge. It has been identified some deficiencies of a pier, which require attention in the short term during 
recent inspections. The remedial repair works are being scoped to undertake the works as soon as a 
contractor can be engaged.    

Denman Master Plan Works 

A consultant has been engaged to undertake the design of Ogilvie Street and the proposed laneway on 
the South of Ogilvie Street. The design is currently in progress and a separate report will be provided to 
Council once the detailed concept design is completed. 

SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Implementation of the proposed capital works will improve safety and amenity of the residents. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council could consider funding of the projects through respective program allocations in the future 
budgets. The repairs of the drainage structure and Williams Bridge could be undertaken from the current 
program allocations. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable 

OPERATIONAL PLAN IMPLICATIONS 

Item19.3.2. of the Operational Plan requires the designs and cost estimates for the identified projects be 
reported to Council. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable. 
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5.2 PARKS FUNDING TRANSFERS REQUESTED THROUGH MARCH 2018 
BUDGET REVIEW 

Attachments: Nil 

Responsible Officer: Natalia Cowley - Manager, Corporate Services  

Author: Derek Finnigan - Interim Director - Community Infrastructure  

Community Plan Issue: Our community's infrastructure is planned well, is safe and reliable 
and provides required levels of service 

Community Plan Goal: Maintain and continually improve community infrastructure across 
the Shire. 

Community Plan Strategy: Implement prioritised (but responsive) rolling works program of 
maintenance.        

 

 

PURPOSE 

The report provides the contextual background resulting in a request for the reallocation of operational 
funding within the Parks and Recreation operational budget areas. 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That the information contained in the report be NOTED. 

 

Moved: _____________________________ Seconded: _______________________________ 

BACKGROUND 

During the summer period of 2017-2018, the Muswellbrook Shire local government area experienced a 
period of sustained high intensity heat and drought conditions. The impact of the drought conditions on 
operations has resulted in a request for a reallocation of funding through a number of discrete 
operational budgets under the Parks and Recreation operational programme.  

CONSULTATION 

Consultation was carried out with the Manager Property and Building Services, the Manager Corporate 
Services, the Coordinator Financial Services, the Business System Accountant, the Acting Manager 
Works, the Works Coordinator Parks and the Recreation and Property Officer. 

CONSULTATION WITH COUNCILLOR SPOKESPERSON 

A copy of the draft report has been forwarded to the Councillor Spokesperson for Sport, Councillor 
Graeme McNeill, the Councillor Spokesperson for Recreation, Councillor Michelle Green, and the 
Councillor Spokesperson for Wellbeing and Community Engagement, Councillor Steve Reynolds, for 
comment. 

REPORT 

During 2017-2018, a period of sustained high intensity heatwave and drought conditions has been 
experienced across the Muswellbrook Shire local government area. From an operational perspective, 
this has resulted in a twofold operational consequence: 

1. Reduced mowing requirement over the range of unirrigated parks, reserves and open spaces; 
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2. Increased water demand for irrigation purposes, in particular over the Muswellbrook sporting field 
and Denman sporting field budget areas. 

Allied with this has been an enhanced level of service provided through the carrying out of scheduled 
fertilising, herbiciding and oversow programmes over the nominated Muswellbrook and Denman sporting 
fields. 

The detail of the requested budget reallocations includes: 

$35,000 to be transferred to the Muswellbrook Sporting Fields (0487.0100) budget. This amount is 
requested to be funded from the following budget areas: 

1. $20,000 from Muswellbrook parks and playgrounds (0485.0100); 

2. $10,000 from Muswellbrook passive areas (0486.0100); 

3. $5,000 from Muswellbrook urban areas (0488.0100). 

$15,000 to be transferred to the Denman Sporting Fields (0497.0100) budget. This amount is requested 
to be funded from the following budget areas: 

1. $11,000 from Denman parks and playgrounds (0493.0100); 

2. $2,000 from Denman passive areas (0498.0100); 

3. $2,000 from Denman cemetery (0471.0100). 

The reallocation of the funding is being requested through the March 2018 budget review process. If 
approved, the funding transfers with be internal journals with no impact on the overall net budget result. 

One water bill remains to be accounted for during 2017-2018. Over the first two water bills accounted for. 
water charges for 2017-2018 have trended slightly higher than those experienced during 2016-2017. 

Expenditure trend chart: Water charges in the Parks operational budget areas for the period 
2012-2013 to 2016-2017.  

 

 

OPTIONS 

This report is an information only report aimed at providing information relating to the reasons for 
requesting a reallocation of Parks and Recreation operational funding through the March 2018 budget 
review process. Through the March 2018 budget review process, Council will decide whether to approve 
or deny the requested funding reallocation.  

CONCLUSION 

The internal budget reallocation is requested in response to intense seasonal variation experienced over 
the summer months of 2017-2018. The conclusion of the author of the report is that permitting the 
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funding reallocation will enable continuing maintenance and improvement works, which includes an 
oversow programme aimed at providing suitable playing surfaces for winter sports, to continue for 
Muswellbrook and Denman sporting fields for the remainder of the 2017-2018 fiscal year. 

SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

If the funding cannot be reallocated as requested, a reduced level of service will be provided for the 
Muswellbrook and Denman sporting fields for the remainder of 2017-2018. This may impact upon 
Council’s reputation as a provider of services to the community. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The requested budget reallocations will be managed within the overall Parks and Recreation operational 
budget. There will be no impact on the overall budget result. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil known. 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil known. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil known. 

OPERATIONAL PLAN IMPLICATIONS 

The report relates in principle to the operational plan requirement to implement a prioritised (but 
responsive) rolling works programme of maintenance. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

If the funding cannot be reallocated as requested, a reduced level of service over the Muswellbrook and 
Denman sporting fields may negatively impact upon the overall safety of the playing surfaces for users of 
the sports fields. In addition, there may be a risk to Council’s reputation as a provider of community 
services.  
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5.3 PERFORMANCE REVIEW OF COUNCIL'S STREET SWEEPING 
CONTRACT FOR THE THIRD QUARTER OF 2017-2018 

Attachments: Nil 

Responsible Officer: Fiona Plesman - Acting General Manager  

Author: Derek Finnigan - Interim Director - Community Infrastructure  

Community Plan Issue: Our community's infrastructure is planned well, is safe and reliable 
and provides required levels of service 

Community Plan Goal: Improve and maintain civic precincts. 
Community Plan Strategy: Implement program of street and footpath sweeping under 

contract.        

 

 

PURPOSE 

The report provides a review of the performance of Council’s street sweeping contract for the third 
quarter of 2017-2018. 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

The information contained in this report be noted. 

 

Moved: ____________________________ Seconded: __________________________ 

REPORT 

The performance of Council’s street sweeping contractor has continued to be generally satisfactory over 
the period of the third quarter of 2017-2018. 

Site inspections of the Muswellbrook CBD precinct, in particular the heavily trafficked section of Brook 
Street footpath between Bridge Street and Sowerby Street, continue to be carried out on a daily basis. 
Daily contact continues to be made with the street sweeping contractor’s operator, and GPS tracking of 
the street sweeping truck is monitored to ensure that the cyclic sweeping programme continues to be 
delivered in a satisfactory manner consistent with time and quality requirements. Over the course of the 
third quarter of 2017-2018, identified street tree trimming works have been carried out in order to 
improve access for the passage of the street sweeping truck. 

In February 2018, a contract performance review meeting was carried out with the General Manager of 
Specialised Pavement Services Pty Ltd to discuss the ongoing performance of the contract. 

The submission of the report complies with section 19.2 ‘Implement programme of street and footpath 
cleaning under contract’ of Council’s Operational Plan. 
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6 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 30 May 2018  

7 CLOSURE 
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