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 INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING, 27 FEBRUARY 2019 

MUSWELLBROOK SHIRE COUNCIL 

P.O Box 122 

MUSWELLBROOK 

21 February, 2019 

Councillors, 

You are hereby requested to attend the Infrastructure Committee Meeting to be held in the 
COUNCILLORS ROOM, Administration Centre, Muswellbrook on 27 February, 2019 
commencing at 4.30pm. 

 

Derek Finnigan 
DIRECTOR - COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE 
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MUSWELLBROOK SHIRE COUNCIL 
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING 

AGENDA 
 WEDNESDAY 27 FEBRUARY 2019  

1 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

Moved: _____________________________ Seconded: _______________________________ 

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Infrastructure Committee held on 19 December 2018, a copy of which 
has been distributed to all members, be taken as read and confirmed as a true record. 

   

Moved: _____________________________ Seconded: ______________________________



RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE 
MUSWELLBROOK SHIRE COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCILLORS ROOM, ADMINISTRATION 
CENTRE, MUSWELLBROOK ON WEDNESDAY 19 DECEMBER, 2018 COMMENCING AT 4.30PM. 

Infrastructure Committee Meeting Minutes  19 December, 2018 
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PRESENT: Cr B.N. Woodruff (Chair), Cr M. Rush, Cr S. Bailey, Cr M. Bowditch, Cr J.F. 
Eades, Cr J. Foy, Cr M. Green, and Cr R. Scholes. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms F. Plesman (General Manager), Mr D. Finnigan (Director - Community 
Infrastructure), Ms C. O’Brien (Acting Director – Environment & Community 
Services), Ms S. Pope (Executive Manager – Environment & Community 
Services), Ms G. Bobsien (Executive Manager – Economic Development & 
Innovation), Mr G. Abeywardena (Assistant Director – Community Infrastructure 
& Chief Engineer), Mr M. Lysaught (Manager, Property & Building Services), Mr 
J. Brown (Manager – Integrated Planning, Risk & Governance), Ms K. Scholes 
(Manager – Roads, Drainage & Technical Services),  Mr A. Mitreski (Policy 
Officer), Mrs M. Sandell-Hay (PA to General Manager), Ms C. Middleton 
(Communications Officer), Mr D. Fernandes (Project Manager – Property & 
Building), Mrs L. Payne (Co-Ordinator – Financial Services), Mr P. Chandler 
(Recreation & Property Officer) and 1 person in the public gallery.  

1 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Crs Rush and Bowditch that:  

The apologies for inability to attend the meeting submitted by Cr. G. McNeill, Cr. S. Bailey and 
Cr. S. Reynolds be ACCEPTED and the necessary Leave of Absence be GRANTED. 

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Crs Scholes and Eades that:  

The Minutes of the Infrastructure Committee held on 28 November 2018, a copy of which has 
been distributed to all members, be taken as read and confirmed as a true record. 

3 DISCLOSURE OF ANY PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 

Nil 

4 BUSINESS ARISING 

Nil  

5 BUSINESS 

5.1 WASTE COMPLIANCE REPORT 

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Crs Scholes and Bowditch that:  

The information contained in this report be noted. 

6 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 30 January 2019  

 
RECOMMENDED on the motion of Crs Rush and Bowditch that:  

The meeting adjourn until such time that Cr Green arrives so that a quorum is present. 



RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE 
MUSWELLBROOK SHIRE COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCILLORS ROOM, ADMINISTRATION 
CENTRE, MUSWELLBROOK ON WEDNESDAY 19 DECEMBER, 2018 COMMENCING AT 4.30PM. 

Infrastructure Committee Meeting Minutes  19 December, 2018 
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7 CLOSURE 

The meeting was declared closed at 4.33pm. 

 

 

 

........................................................ ...................................................... 

Ms F. Plesman Cr B. Woodruff 

General Manager   Chairperson 
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3 DISCLOSURE OF ANY PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 

Section 451 of the Local Government Act requires that if a councillor or member of a council or 
committee has a pecuniary interest in any matter before the council or committee, he/she must 
disclose the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable and must not be present 
at, or in sight of, the meeting, when the matter is being discussed, considered or voted on. 

A pecuniary interest is an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood 
or expectation of financial gain or loss (see sections 442 and 443 of the Local Government Act). 

A non-pecuniary interest can arise as a result of a private or personal interest which does not 
involve a financial gain or loss to the councillor or staff member (eg friendship, membership of an 
association, or involvement or interest in an activity).  A councillor must disclose the nature of the 
interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

Council’s Model Code of Conduct now recognises two forms of non-pecuniary conflict of interests: 

 Significant 

 Less than significant 

A Councillor must make an assessment of the circumstances and determine if the conflict is 
significant. 

If a Councillor determines that a non-pecuniary conflict of interests is less than significant and does 
not require further action, they must provide an explanation of why it is considered that the conflict 
does not require further action in the circumstances. 

If the Councillor has disclosed the existence of a significant non-pecuniary conflict of interests at a 
meeting they must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting, when the matter is being 
discussed, considered or voted on. 

 

4 BUSINESS ARISING  
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5 BUSINESS 

5.1 WATER AND WASTEWATER LEVELS OF SERVICE REPORT FOR THE 
PERIOD OCT - DEC 2018 

Attachments: A. Quarterly Infrastructure Report - Oct to Dec 2018.pdf   

Responsible Officer: Derek Finnigan - Director - Community Infrastructure  

Author: Irene Chetty - Operations & Processing Engineer  

Community Plan Issue: A safe, secure and reliable water supply and sewerage services are 
provided to all residents that will ensure public health 

Community Plan Goal: Provide safe, secure, efficient and effective water, sewerage and 
waste services in compliance with regulatory requirements. 

Community Plan Strategy: Ensure substantial achievement of Best Practice Water Supply and 
Sewerage Guidelines.        

 

 

PURPOSE 

This report summarises the performance of water and wastewater services, including drinking water 
quality and re-use quality supplied to Council’s customers for the period of 1 October 2018 to 31 
December 2018. 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

Council notes the information contained in the report. 

 

Moved: _____________________________ Seconded: _______________________________ 

BACKGROUND 

The levels of service performance indicators for water and wastewater services are discussed in this 
report for the period 01 October 2018 to 31 December 2018.  

CONSULTATION 

Data for this report is extracted from the water & sewer treatment plants performance monitoring 
database, reticulation service requests, NSW Health drinking water database, re-use analyses from 
NATA accredited laboratory –SAL; as well as contribution from Water & Wastewater staff, operators and 
Council’s Rate Dept. 

CONSULTATION WITH COUNCILLOR SPOKESPERSON 

This report will be reviewed by senior management who will then distribute a copy of the finalised report 
to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillor Spokesperson for Infrastructure to review and provide 
feedback. 

REPORT 

The attachment summarises the performance from Oct to Dec 2018 on: 

 Levels of service for water services 

 Levels of service for wastewater services 

 Potable (drinking water) quality 
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 Re-use (or wastewater) quality 

 Water consumption graphs for Muswellbrook, Denman and Sandy Hollow as accumulated 
monthly consumptions, 5 year accumulated averages and accumulated monthly allocations. 

Discussion 

 Drinking water quality in Muswellbrook and Denman consistently met the requirements of 
Australian Drinking Water Guidelines (2011).  Water complaints were around ‘dirty’ water or slight 
detection of turbidity in the reticulation – this was resolved by flushing hydrants and dead-ends on 
services and mains; water quality checks were done thereafter to ensure build-up was flushed 
out thoroughly.   

 The new, proposed Water Filtration plant at Sandy Hollow is expected to resolve the drinking 
water quality issues. NSW Dept. of Health has been notified of the Sandy Hollow project.  The 
application for section 60 approval with Dept. of Industry has also commenced for the new plant. 

 NSW Dept. of Health is presently reviewing the critical control points for the drinking water quality 
and will soon announce a site visit for a workshop on the performance of the treatment plants and 
compliance expectations.    

 The average drinking water consumption across the three towns has remained below the five 
year average consumption for the period.  The Voluntary Level 1 Water restrictions along with 
intermittent rain have helped in this respect. 

 Response time to unplanned water and sewer service outages has been satisfactory i.e. 
networks team responded and repaired services well within the target of 4 hours. 

 Muswellbrook reported 3 odour complaints originating from a sewer overflow, poor condition of 
the filter and seal at the odour control equipment on the rising main from sewer pumping station 4 
and one odour complaint at a property. 

 Two sewer blockages were reported:  One at Muswellbrook as a result of root growth in the 
mains that led to a sewer overflow at a manhole in 73/75 Shiraz Street; the other overflow 
occurred at 42 Paxton Street due to build–up of foreign objects in the mains.  Both blockages 
were cleared satisfactorily. 

 Re-use quality has exceeded licence limits at both Denman and Muswellbrook.  Re-use storage 
ponds are slimy and dirty due to algae growth and sludge deposits.  High nutrient loading and 
very hot weather are aggravating algae & slime build-up in the storage ponds.  High re-use pH 
reduces effectiveness of chlorine disinfection and therefore contributes to high counts of bacteria 
in the re-use supply to the end users. 

 Denman Sewer treatment plant requires attention as its control system is obsolete, one aerator is 
corroded badly and has the potential to fail and the re-use pond has a thick blanket of sludge 
build-up and slime. These issues are contributing to poor treatment plant control, which in turn 
has contributed to deteriorating re-use quality.  The concentrations of total suspended solids and 
biological oxygen demand has breached license requirements.  Some work is being done to 
make process adjustments within the current plant limitations but this is not proving effective at 
the moment. 

 Almost all treated re-use was utilised by the end-users at Muswellbrook.  The golf course at 
Denman however, utilised only 74 % of the treated effluent. 

With regards to the quality of reuse water produced in Muswellbrook, the current construction of a new 
recycled water treatment works will improve water quality so that it is compliant with Environment 
Protection Authority licence requirements. 

With regards to the Denman recycled water treatment works, Council has obtained a $300,000 grant 
through Restart NSW in order for a business case to be carried out for the construction of a new 
Denman water treatment plant. 
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OPTIONS 

 The drinking water quality at Sandy Hollow can only be improved by upgrading the water 
treatment process.  Council has considered this and have approved budget for the installation of 
a new filtration plant to address the poor drinking water quality.  The new plant design, 
construction and commissioning will be managed by a company called Restech utilising 
additional funding from Arena. The design work for this project has commenced.   

 Consideration must be given to resolution of the major issues at Denman Sewer Treatment Plant 
to ensure reliable plant operation within the Environment Protection Licence (EPL No.5059) 
limits. 

 Recommend increasing re-use intake volumes at the Denman Golf Course. 

 Review CCTV monitoring program of the sewer mains as major “unknown” blockages may result 
in severe property damage and EPA non-conformances. 

CONCLUSION 

Drinking water quality is generally satisfactory in the Shire.  Overall water consumption is within the five 
year average even though the hot, dry weather continues.  The re-use quality remains below target and 
has therefore exceeded the Environment Protection Licence for both Muswellbrook and Denman. 

SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

This report highlights Council’s results for the period Oct – Dec 2018, in relation to the stipulated levels 
of service and statutory requirements such as the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines of 2011, 
Environment Licences 1593 & 5059, Dept. of Industry Water Benchmarking and contract licence 
agreements with Mt Arthur Coal and Muswellbrook & Denman Golf Courses. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

No direct financial implications for Oct – Dec 2018. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Specific statutory regulations, including the Local Government Act, apply. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council is required to make every effort to ensure compliance with the applicable plant Environment 
Protection Licences. 

OPERATIONAL PLAN IMPLICATIONS 

The submission of the report complies with Council’s Operational Plan 2018/2019 for the reporting of 
water and wastewater levels of service, performance indicators and compliance with health guidelines 
and environment protection licence parameters. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

The reporting of water and wastewater levels of service and performance indicators for the period Oct – 
Dec 2018, is used as a tool to manage the risk of non-compliance to the regulators. 
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5.2 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE CAPITAL WORKS STATUS REPORT 
FOR SECOND QUARTER OF 2018-2019 

Attachments: A. 2018-2019 CI Capital Works-Hybrid   

Responsible Officer: Fiona Plesman - General Manager  

Author: Derek Finnigan - Director - Community Infrastructure  

Community Plan Issue: Our community's infrastructure is planned well, is safe and reliable 
and provides required levels of service 

Community Plan Goal: Improve and maintain civic precincts. 
Community Plan Strategy: Deliver the capital program substantially on time, on budget and in 

accordance with relevant design and construction standards.        

 

 

PURPOSE 

The report presents in tabular form the status of Community Infrastructure capital projects for the second 
quarter of 2018-2019, updated to 31 December 2019. 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

The information contained in this report be noted. 

 

Moved: ____________________________ Seconded: __________________________ 

REPORT 

The table of projects is updated by the Community Infrastructure Section Managers on a monthly basis 
and reported quarterly to the Infrastructure Committee. 
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6 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 27 March 2019  

7 CLOSURE 
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