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11 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE 

11.7 2019-20 CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM ROADS AND DRAINAGE 

Attachments: A. Footpath Renewal Priorities  

B. Non Compliant Access Ramps  

C. Kerb and Gutter Priorities  

D. Urban Reseal Program  

E. Rural Reseal Program  

F. Crack Sealing Priorities  

G. New Footpath Priorities  

H. Road Safety Devices Program  

I. Heavy Patching Priorities   

Responsible Officer: Derek Finnigan - Acting General Manager  

Author: Kellie Scholes - Manager - Roads, Drainage & Technical Services  

Community Plan Issue: Our community's infrastructure is planned well, is safe and reliable 
and provides required levels of service 

Community Plan Goal: Maintain and continually improve community infrastructure across 
the Shire. 

Community Plan Strategy: Implement prioritised (but responsive) rolling works program of 
maintenance.        

 

 

PURPOSE 

To provide Council with prioritised lists of proposed and alternative projects for funding under various 
Capital Expenditure Road and Drainage programs for the 2019-20 financial year. 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

1. Council endorse the following priority lists of work and the undertaking of the 2019-20 
Capital Works Programs to the extent of funding under the various programs: 

Footpath Renewals as per attachments A and B, 

Kerb and Gutter Renewals as per attachment C, 

Road Resealing as per attachment D, E and F, 

New Footpath construction as per attachment G with the missing link in Palace St (Turtle to 
Anglican Church ) to be constructed using the current allocation, 

Safety Devices as per attachment H, 

Heavy Patching as per attachment I. 

2. Council accept the grant funding of $134,640 from the 2019-20 Active Transport Program for 
construction of a cycleway in the Olympic Park Precinct and Council’s co contribution of 
$134,640 required to implement the work be sourced from Corporate directorate -Wilkinson 
Bridge Carryover. . 
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Moved: _____________________________ Seconded: _______________________________ 

CONSULTATION 

Manager Financial Services 

Assets Management Engineer and Roads and Drainage Staff 

Manager Works and Property and Building 

CONSULTATION WITH COUNCILLOR SPOKESPERSON 

A copy of the report has been forwarded to the Mayor, Councillor Rush, the Deputy Mayor, Councillor 
Scholes, and the Councillor Spokesperson for Infrastructure, Councillor Woodruff, for review. 

REPORT 

At the June 2019 extra ordinary meeting, Council adopted a budget containing a number of Capital 
Works for Roads and Drainage. 

The Operational Plan requires Council to be provided with a list of proposed and alternative projects 
prior to construction.  The attachments provide prioritised lists of works for Council’s consideration and 
endorsement.  These lists far exceed the available funding in any single year, and therefore, it is 
proposed that funds be applied to these priorities to the extent of funding under the various funding 
programs. 

Footpath / Cycleway Renewal Program - $:160,000 

A list of footpath defects is provided as Attachment A.  The list provides the locations of the defect, the 
extent of the area of paths which needs renewal and the priority ranking.  The estimated cost of Priority 1 
renewals is $128,990.  The estimated cost of Priority 2 is $213,660.  The allocation will achieve the 
renewal of all priority 1 defects. 

Further to the above list of footpath defects, a list of kerb ramps that do not meet the current standard for 
access is provided as Attachment B. By modifying the existing ramps, these ramps can be brought up to 
current standards in some locations without major associated works. However, in some locations, major 
works such as relocation of utility services pits, and /or road works have to be undertaken to provide 
compliant access.  

It is proposed to carry out a combination of footpath renewals and modification of kerb ramps utilising the 
funds available in the footpath renewal allocation. 

Kerb and Gutter Replacement Program - $:130,000 

A prioritised list of kerb and gutter which requires renewal is provided as Attachment C. 

Resealing Programs $577,898: 

Proposed urban and rural road segments that are recommended to be resurfaced are listed in the 
Attachment D and Attachment E.  

There are a few segments of roads where there are cracks on the wearing surface. These cracks can be 
treated by application of a crack sealant to prevent water penetration into the road pavement. Prioritised 
crack sealing works are listed in the Attachment F. It is proposed that the programs are to be developed 
from the lists in the order of priority and on an as need basis so as to achieve the best value for money 
outcome. 

New Footpaths and Cycleway Program $43,000 

A prioritised footpath and cycle way program is attached as Attachment G. 

The footpath link between Thompson Street and Bell Street has the highest priority ranking.  However it 
is recommended this link be considered for construction only after the installation of traffic signals at the 
Thompson Street/NE Highway intersection. Due to the limitation of the available funding, the next priority 
aligned with the budget is Palace St Eastern side 40m (Turtle to Anglican Church).  This section would 
link the Denman CBD from the existing path on the eastern side of Palace St to the Anglican Church, 
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improving accessibility thus providing benefit to the residents of this precinct including those at the aged 
care facility in Ogilvie St. 

In addition to the prioritised program Council has been successful in obtaining funding of $134,640 for 
the construction of 400m of concrete cycleway (Hayden to Olympic Park) in Fitzgerald Avenue through 
Transport NSW 2019-20 Active Transport Program.  This proposed project would form part of the 
Olympic Park Masterplan project and would construct an active transport link to Olympic Park from the 
existing walk / cycle paths in the precinct.  Acceptance of this funding is conditional on Council providing 
a matching co contribution towards the construction.  Council is asked to consider the acceptance of this 
funding with sources of the co contribution provided in the financial section of the report. 

Traffic Safety/Control Devices Program $ 138,137 

A list of priorities for installation of guard rails is provided as Attachment H. 

SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The implementation of the Capital Works Program will provide positive impacts to the Community 
through the provision of improved assets, amenity, access and road safety.  It is acknowledged that 
there would be a short term inconvenience during the construction phase of this program but this would 
be managed and minimised where possible. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council has allocated funds in the 2019-20 Budget for various Capital Work Programs.  It is proposed 
that funds be applied to the attached priorities to the extent of funding under the following programs: 

 Footpath Renewal Program 

 Kerb & Gutter Renewal Program 

 Resealing Program 

 New Footpath Program 

 Safety Devices Program 

If Council accepts the funding of $134,640 under the 2019-20 Active Transport Program it is required to 
provide a matching co contribution towards the for the construction.  Council could consider the following 
option for the funding of this contribution; 

 

$177,640 from Corporate directorate -Wilkinson Bridge Carryover which has a current budget of 
approx. $300,000.  This option would allow new footpath to be constructed in Wilkinson Ave.  

Capital Works Projects which are part of the Resources for Regions Round five (5) and six (6) 
programs and the Roads and Maritime Services roads programs for the 2019-2020 will be reported 
to the August meeting of Council, after the end of year adjustments and financials are completed. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable. 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable. 

OPERATIONAL PLAN IMPLICATIONS 

This report relates to the Operational Plan. Section 19. 
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RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

Not applicable. 
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12 CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

12.11 FUTURE FUND POLICY 

Attachments: A. MSC03E Future Fund Policy   

Responsible Officer: Fiona Plesman - General Manager  

Author: Joshua Brown - Manager - Integrated Planning & Governance  

Community Plan Issue: Collaborative and responsive community leadership that meets the 
expectations and anticipates the needs of the community 

Community Plan Goal: Enhanced collaboration with Council's community and 
stakeholders to ensure Council and its elected arm is best placed 
to make decisions in the best interest of the community. 

Community Plan Strategy: Implement and maintain a diverse range of communication 
channels between Council and community stakeholders..        

 

 

PURPOSE 

This report provides Councillors with details of submissions received and recommended amendments to 
the Future Fund Policy, which has been subject to review and public exhibition. 

 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

Council adopt as amended the reviewed Future Fund Policy. 

 

Moved: _____________________________ Seconded: _______________________________ 

BACKGROUND 

The following report aligns with Council’s commitment to reduce its governance risk and follows 
recommendations outlined in the Internal Auditor’s report. 

CONSULTATION 

The Future Fund Policy has been reviewed by staff and was endorsed by Council for public exhibition at 
the June 2019 ordinary meeting of Council.  The reviewed Future Fund Policy was placed on public 
exhibition for 28 days in June and July 2019.  No submissions were received. 

REPORT 

The Future Fund Policy (Policy F28-1) was due to be reviewed in June 2018. The internal committee has 
now reviewed the policy and proposed changes in the administration of the Future Fund were endorsed 
by Council for the purposes of public exhibition at its June 2019 ordinary meeting. The Future Fund will 
no longer be administered in two divisions and, consequently, there is only one Schedule of assets. 
Furthermore, the Schedule has been amended and consolidated to reflect investment properties that are 
held for sale by Council. These properties on this Schedule will not be depreciated and this will be 
applied retrospectively from 1 July 2018.  

The updated policy sets out provisions for ensuring the good governance of the Future Fund. Under 
s355 of the Local Government Act 1993 a Future Fund Committee (the Committee) will be established. 
The Committee shall be constituted by not less than three persons with relevant qualifications and 
substantial experience. The Committee will regularly review the budget and assets in the Future Fund 
and make recommendation to Council for acquisition, development, demolition or disposal of any asset. 
The Committee shall provide a report to Council each year. 
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The Committee will ensure that the budget and the assets in the Future Fund are consistent with the 
primary and secondary purposes of the Future Fund. The updated policy sets out the primary purposes 
of the Future Fund: 

1.  To generate a commercial dividend to Council’s General Fund 

2.  To grow the Future Fund 

3.  To maintain a diversified portfolio of assets including, but not limited to, the diversification of assets 
by character and geography 

During the period of public exhibition a further review was undertaken by staff and have recommended a 
further amendment which will permit the Future Fund to invest in a business, provided that the business 
is held for the purpose of tenanting an asset or creating employment within the Muswellbrook Shire and 
provided that the business is held with a view to its sale upon receipt of a reasonable offer of purchase. 

A further amendment has been recommended to change financial reporting from August to November in 
each year to align the reporting with the finalisation of Council’s Financial Statements (including the 
Future Fund). 

It is noted that the address details of the staff housing portfolio have been redacted to maintain the 
privacy of staff. 

The amended Future Fund Policy is also presented in line with the requirements of Council’s 
Governance policy, that requires all existing and new policies to be adapted to a new style and format. 
The intention is to have a comprehensive policy, inclusive of all required elements and also standardise 
the style and align it with all other Council policies. 

OPTIONS 

Council may or may not adopt the reviewed Future Fund Policy. 

CONCLUSION 

It is recommended that the policy be adopted as recommended. 

SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

No known social implications. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

No known financial implications. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

No known policy implications. 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

No known statutory implications. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

No known legal implications. 

OPERATIONAL PLAN IMPLICATIONS 

No known Operational Plan implications. 

RISK MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 

No known risk management implications. 
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18 ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED COUNCIL 

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General manager, the following business is of a kind as 
referred to in Section 10A(2) of the Act, and should be dealt with in a Confidential Session of the 
Council meeting closed to the press and public. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adjourn into Closed Session and members of the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting of the Closed Session, and access to the correspondence and 
reports relating to the items considered during the course of the Closed Session be 
withheld unless declassified by separate resolution. This action is taken in accordance 
with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 1993 as the items listed come within the 
following provisions: 

 

19.10 MANGOOLA COAL CONTINUED OPERATIONS PROJECT 

Item 19.10 is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section10A(2)(d)(I) of the local 
government act 1993, as it deals with commercial information of a confidential nature that would, 
if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, and Council 
considers that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would be, on balance, contrary to the 
public interest. 

19.11 EDDERTON ROAD CLOSURE 

Item 19.11 is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section10A(2)(c) of the local 
government act 1993, as it deals with information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business, 
and Council considers that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would be, on balance, 
contrary to the public interest.  

Moved: _________________________ Seconded: __________________________ 
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