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Dear Muswellbrook Shire Council members,  
 
We have been advised that you are approaching decisions about investment for the next 
financial year.  HunterWiSE would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the support 
you have offered us, to provide you with a summary of the engagement with Muswellbrook 
to date, and to invite continued involvement in the HunterWiSE program.  
 
Muswellbrook Shire Council are foundational sponsors of the HunterWiSE Program. The goal 
of HunterWiSE is to create new avenues for women in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) in the Hunter to liaise, collaborate, and mentor each other.  
HunterWiSE aims to make the crucial contribution of women in STEM to regional economies 
visible. The initiative also works to positively influence how school aged girls perceive STEM 
careers, thereby increasing participation in STEM education and career choices by young 
women in the Hunter.  Below we take the opportunity to summarise the engagement of 
Muswellbrook in each of the three HunterWiSE initiatives; the outreach program, the 
network events and the 2021 launch of the Alumni network.  
 
Outreach 
We commenced our efforts in 2017 to run a pilot program in Muswellbrook High School. 
The HunterWiSE Outreach program provides a 10-week intensive program to female high 
school students within the Hunter region. Using a problem-based approach, the program 
links young female students and their teachers with successful women in STEM to address 
problems in their local community. Through this, the program aims to increase the number 
of girls taking HSC STEM courses, and ultimately, participation in STEM careers. The project 
aims to be data-driven, using data from participants and school communities to measure 
outcomes and deliver continuous program improvement.  This program has grown from an 
initial cohort of 27 year 9 girls from Muswellbrook High School to now having reached more 
than 300 girls in the Hunter Region. Muswellbrook Highschool has participated in the 
program every year it has been run with 52 girls having enrolled in the program since it 
commenced. In 2021, two teams of girls from Muswellbrook high are working on STEM 
solutions to problems that they believe to be of local importance to the region. The girls will 
present the outcomes of their project to be judged by an industry panel with their 
graduation from the program and awards for best projects to be presented at the 
Presentation Night on July 21. We look forward to your attendance at this event.   
 
Industry Network  
Since 2017, over 200 women from organisations across the Hunter region have joined the 
HunterWiSE Network and participated in numerous events including forums, networking 
breakfasts, industry panels and events with renowned guest speakers. Women within the 
HunterWiSE Network have also played a vital role in mentoring activities and career talks for 
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the HunterWiSE Outreach program.  Over the past year HunterWiSE has hosted Countering 
COVID, Media Training, Overcoming Imposter Syndrome, International Women in 
Engineering Day, and we have had great engagements in these events. The industry network 
also provides a very important avenue to link our outreach program to industry-relevant 
expertise while they build their STEM solutions.  
 
Alumni Network 
In 2020, HunterWiSE had to adapt to the challenges of COVID19 and “rested” the schools 
outreach program to reduce the impost on teachers and schools during a challenging year. 
In 2021 we celebrate the recovery of our region by recommencing the outreach and 
launching HunterWiSE Graduates.  The aim of this alumni program is to sustain the benefits 
of participation in the program over time, continuing our opportunity to communicate and 
engage with the girls about avenues to education and careers in STEM.  This new initiative 
was proposed by the girls themselves when they asked the question “Can we do 
HunterWiSE again next year?” We thought we had to honour their wishes and have 
commenced this pathway to continued engagement with our industry partners in a fun and 
social environment. 
 
Research 
HunterWiSE is committed to a “best practice” approach to all activities and to continuing to 
explore how best to facilitate improved gender balance in STEM engagement. Our research 
continues to explore the impact of all our activities. Outputs to date include:  
 

“STEM initiatives matter: results from a systematic review of secondary school interventions for girls” 
was published in 2020. It can be found online here: 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09500693.2020.1749909   

“A study of lived experiences in STEM: “It’s not a matter of changing women, it’s a matter of 
changing women’s value in STEM”  has is under review for publication in Nature’s ‘Humanities and 
Social Sciences Communications’.  

“Improving girls’ perceptions of STEM: Evaluation of a high school program to increase female 
participation”, has been submitted for publication in the International Journal of Science and 
Mathematics Education, a top journal (Q1) in the STEM Education field. It is currently under review.   

“Investigating the Impact of an Outreach Intervention on Girls’ STEM Identity Formation”, has been 
submitted for publication in the International Journal of Inclusive Education, a top journal (Q1) in the 
STEM Education field. It is currently under review.  

 
Since 2017, Muswellbrook Shire Council has contributed approximately $80, 000 in 
HunterWiSE support ($30,000 in 2017, $10,000 in 2018, $23,000 in 2019, $20, 000 in 2020 
carried over to 2021 due to COVID19). We are incredibly grateful for the opportunity to 
contribute to the region through the program and hope that you will continue to remain a 
GOLD Sponsor of our cause (see attached Business Plan). 
 
 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09500693.2020.1749909
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Should you have any questions or wish to discuss sponsorship we would be happy to receive 
your call. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
Juanita Todd on behalf of,  

 
College of Engineering, Science and Environment 
The University of Newcastle | University Drive Callaghan NSW 2308 Australia 
T: +61 2 4921 5085 |E:  HunterWiSE@newcastle.edu.au  HunterWiseGraduates@newcastle.edu.au 

hunterwise.newcastle.edu.au | https://twitter.com/UoN_HunterWiSE| https://www.facebook.com/
UoNHunterWiSE/ 

I acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land in which the University resides and pay my respect to 
Elders past, present and emerging. 

 

  
 
 

mailto:HunterWiSE@newcastle.edu.au
mailto:HunterWiseGraduates@newcastle.edu.au
https://t.co/j1EzvE0bwb
https://twitter.com/UoN_HunterWiSE
https://www.facebook.com/UoNHunterWiSE/
https://www.facebook.com/UoNHunterWiSE/
https://newcastle.edu.au/
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