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Councillor's Term Overview

Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC QC, Governor of New South Wales and the
Mayor of Muswellbrook, Councillor Martin Rush

Muswellbrook Shire Council has twelve Councillors elected by the community. The Chair of Council (the Mayor of
Muswellbrook) and the Deputy Chair are elected by councillors every two years.

Our Councillors come from Denman, Muswellbrook, Sandy Hollow and McCully’s Gap and boast a diverse range of
professions, backgrounds, skills and experience which formed an energetic and ambitious Council who have delivered
significant outcomes for the community over the term.

Determined viaa comprehensive and continual program of consultation with Shire communities and stakeholders, the
strategic goals for Council’s 2016-2021 term had a strong focus on the delivery of economic prosperity, social equity
and inclusion, environmental sustainability, cultural vitality, community infrastructure and community leadership.
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ORIGIN OF STUDENTS LIVING IN
MUSWELLBROOK

5YEARS AGO MOVING IN
Newcastle
Maitland

Port Stephens

Tamworth Regional

Muswellbrook Shire Council End of Term Report | 2016 — 21

22.4% of
Muswellbrook Shire
Population is aged

0-14 yrs

MEDIAN AGE IS

35Yrs
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01: Economic Prosperity

Design of the Donald Horne Building

Muswellbrook Shire Future Fund
Council’s Future Fund was established to ensure that some of the vast benefits of the thermal coal mining and thermal coal
power generation industries flow to future generations. In the shorter term, the Fund sponsors projects and initiatives that
create jobs and improve education and training outcomes in the local community. The Fund is a key component of Council’s
strategic planning to meet the challenges of industrial transition that lie ahead.
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Bio-Valley Study

In 2019 Council commissioned a report into the feasibility of
establishing biological fuel industries in the Upper Hunter. The
Bio-Valley Study was presented to Council and other contributors,
including the Department of Premier and Cabinet and Singleton
Shire Council, in early 2020. The findings of the study support the
development of bio- fuels in the Hunter Valley.

Upper Hunter Visitors Guide and region-wide
tourism strategy

In collaboration with Upper Hunter Shire Council and Upper Hunter
Country Tourism Association, Council delivered an integrated,
region-wide tourism strategy and new Upper Hunter Visitors Guide,
with revised destination maps and branded promotional videos, for
broadcast on Council and National Parks and Wildlife websites.

Muswellbrook Marketplace

In line with the Future Fund Strategy of purchasingincome generating
assets, the Future Fund purchased the Muswellbrook Marketplace
in 2017. Council’s acquisition of the shopping centre unlocks a
wide range of opportunities to improve connectivity between the
Marketplace and Bridge Street, which has been a long-standing
community priority articulated in the Town Centre Masterplan.

Pumped Hydro Storage Site

In 2017, Council identified a significant Pumped Hydro Energy Storage
(PHES) opportunity within the Muswellbrook local government
area. In 2019 Council and AGL signed a deed nominating AGL as
the preferred company to develop the proposed $300 million,
250 megawatt facility with the potential to power every home in
the Hunter for up to eight hours. The facility forms part of AGL's
renewable energy and storage mix as it prepares to close Liddell
coal-fired power station in 2022.

Gallery Café

In October 2020 Council opened the new Gallery Café at the
Muswellbrook Regional Arts Centre. Offering café style food and
coffee in a relaxed environment, the Café is the perfect stop before
or after visiting the arts centre — or anytime.
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02: Social Equity and Inclusion
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Vegetarian Curry (Gluten Free option)
Chicken Stroganoff
Rissoles with Mash & Vegetables
Bangers & Mash
Spaghetti Bolognaise

ANY RESIDENT IN ENFORCED ISOLATION OR QUARANTINE DUE TO COVID-19
- meals will be fully subsidised and delivered to the home by volunteers.

ANY RESIDENT IN ENFORCED ISOLATION DUE TO COVID-19; OR
- Australian Pension Card Holder; or

- Disability Support Pensioner; or

- Being a vulnerable person (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 50+)

Menu from the Club Meals Program
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Community Garden at the Sustainability Hub
A key initiative of Council’s Sustainable Futures Program is The
Sustainability Hub. Council’s Sustainability Unit manages the Hub
while relying on community support and participation. Located on
Wilkinson Ave, the Hub is a hive of activity where the Muswellbrook
Penguin Garden Club, auspiced by Council, meets monthly to tend
the 15 garden beds they have established with the support of grants
and other donations. In partnership with Red Door Kitchen and
Warrior Disability Services they collect food scraps for composting
while the food grown in the garden is donated back to Red Door
Kitchen. Additionally, EGA local disability services group manages
the worm farm on behalf of the Garden Club.

Flower Power creative play at Simpson Park

In alliance with Ability Links NSW, singer-songwriter Baihe Butcher
and four local primary schools, Council established the Flower Power
creative play link at Simpson Park in 2019. The goal was to link the
existing Liberty Swing through creative play to the main playground
area. Designed to be inclusive of those with vision impairment or
who do not read, each school recorded a tune, which plays after a
button is pressed on four flowers lining the Liberty Swing area.

Borrowbox eBook and eAudio Book library
Upper Hunter Library Network introduced free access to Borrowbox
eBook and eAudio Book library in 2019. Borrowbox includes content
for children, teens, adults and is also great for people with vision
impairment or low vision, as eAudio titles can be downloaded and
played using audio readers. Available titles encompass a broad range
of interest areas and Borrowbox makes library books more accessible
to people who may not be able to visit the library during regular
opening hours.

COVID-19 - Club’s Meals Program

Council collaborated with Muswellbrook and District Workers
Club, Muswellbrook RSL, Muswellbrook RSL Golf Club and Hunter
Volunteer Centre in April 2020 to provide a subsidised home delivery
meals service for members of the community severely affected by
the Covid-19 Pandemic. An estimated 600 meals were provided
directly from the Muswellbrook and District Workers Club kitchen to
the homes of residents in enforced isolation across Muswellbrook
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Hunter Park

Hunter Park furniture and equipment
Hunter Park opened in 2018 with new accessible park furniture and equipment, selected by the community from a choice
of three designs. An entire new playground was created, where none existed before, with equipment that caters to all ages.
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Can you find these plants in the Native Garden?

Push the buttons to hear a description of each plant. This sign is designed to provide an inclusive resource for our community. The plants have
Braile been chosen for their sensory value and the audio is provided to enable those with vision impairment the opportunity to hear the information.
WARNING: For your safety and protection please do not eat the plants, seervatonseeseston s i
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Story time at the library
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Wollombi Park Concept Plan

Council endorsed the Wollombi Park Concept Plan in 2021. The Plan
was developed with families and teenagers as the primary focus.
It accommodates a wide range of community activities including
multi-purpose playing court areas, basketball courts, adventure
playground with fitness equipment pump track circuit, skate bowl/
parkour facility and a picnic shelter with barbeque facility and
furniture. Council will next consider staging plans and cost estimates
for the Plan.

Karoola Park Master Plan

Karoola Park Masterplan was adopted by Council in 2019. The Plan
includes the construction of two netball courts (in addition to the
existing 8 courts), new carparking and a shared walkway to improve
pedestrian safety between the nearby school and the netball
courts and facilitate recreational walking. Also included in the Plan
is the replacement of the existing BMX track with a pump track to
modernise the BMX offering in the Shire. The proposed creation
of berms, construction of a retention basin and relocation of the
playground to higher ground will help control water flow through
the reserve and minimise flooding. Construction of the netball courts
is complete and one of the courts is multi-purpose, enabling the
court to be used for basketball or netball.

Widden Creek Aboriginal Artefacts

During the upgrade of the Widden Creek Bridge in 2009, an Aboriginal
site was identified within the area of impact. An archaeological
collection and salvage program then resulted in approximately
3000 stone artefacts and lithic fragments being uncovered. The
artefacts were predominantly manufactured from mudstone, chert,
tuff and quartz, as well as basalt, chalcedony, siltstone and petrified
wood. 128 specially-selected items are displayed in the foyer of the
Muswellbrook Shire Council administration building.
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Local Treaty Document in partnership with the local First Nations People

Muswellbrook Shire Council in partnership with the Aboriginal Reconciliation Committee are in discussions with the local
Aboriginal Community regarding the development of a Local Treaty Document. Consultation with Councillors and the

Aboriginal Community has taken place during 2020/21 to gauge the interest in developing a Treaty Document and Council
has engaged 2 Rivers Pty Ltd to facilitate this process.
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Scarred Tree at Simpson Park

During construction of the Dartbrook Mine rail loop in 1992 a
Scarred Tree was discovered and salvaged. Aboriginal Scarred
Trees are trees or remnants of trees that have scars from
the production of items for use by Aboriginal communities,
such as shields and canoes, the construction of temporary
shelters, or the creation of traditional hunting implements.

In 2016 the Scarred Tree was relocated to Simpson Park where it
is sheltered and accessible for public viewing. Simpson Park was
chosen as the new location for the Scarred Tree due to its existing
connection to the local Aboriginal community. Consultation
with community members including representatives of the
Wanaruah Local Aboriginal Lands Council, Hunter Valley Aboriginal
Corporation, and local Aboriginal Native Title Consultants
identified it as the site preferred by the cultural custodians.

Graffiti Removal Day in partnership with NSW
Police and PCYC

Graffiti Removal Day is when Council joins with Hunter Valley Police,
Muswellbrook Rotary Club and members of the community to
tackle graffiti and make a real difference to the look of the town.
Volunteers are supplied with cleaning materials, safety equipment
and training on how to remove graffiti safely. After the hard work
is completed volunteers are rewarded with lunch and a swim at the
local pool. Council has appointed a graffiti management officer and
is committed to the removal and prevention of graffiti.

In Our Own Words

In 2011 the Nagapawatti Aboriginal Women’s Group identified the
need for a project that would allow our Aboriginal people to tell their
stories from their perspective. The goal was to gather these stories
without the influence of existing written history which is often told
from the perspective of non-Aboriginal people. These stories build on
the stories published in Wannin Thanbarran: A Record of Aboriginal
and European history in the Muswellbrook and Upper Hunter Area. In
January 2021 the ‘In Our Own Words' Aboriginal Oral History Project
was launched. Delivered in partnership with the Muswellbrook Shire
Council Aboriginal Reconciliation Committee and 2 Rivers Pty Ltd,
the project was funded by MACH Energy Aboriginal Development
Consultative Committee and Council.
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Solar panels and LED lighting installed at Indoor Sports Centre

St

s

m Community
Recycling Station

The new picnic area on the Platypus Walking Trail
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Muscle Creek Regeneration (Club to Club) and Restoration Walking Trail

This three-year project rehabilitated the section of Muscle Creek between the Muswellbrook Golf Club and the Muswellbrook
District Workers Club. The project, utilizing both contractors and volunteer working bees, restored native vegetation,
improved habitat for threatened species and complements existing stormwater and erosion control measures.

Fish Habitat Action Project

The Fish Habitat Action Project has resulted in a dramatic decrease in the numbers of weed species, especially privet, along
the section of Muscle Creek near the golf course.

Exotic weeds have been replaced with native species to improve habitat for local native animals in and around the waterway
and increase recreational opportunities for the community.

The work was carried out by local contractors and maintained by Council and the local Muscle Creek Landcare Group. The
Fish Habitat Project was funded by a Recreational Fishing Trust’s Habitat Action Grant Program from the Department of
Industry.
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Reuse of Bio-Solids
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Waste and Reuse Management Centre
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Easter Family Fun Day

The Easter Family Fun Day is an annual event hosted by Council and
local sponsors Bengalla Mining, with a mission to provide a free
community event for local families while promoting local community
organisations. The inaugural Easter Family Fun Day was hosted by
Council in 2017.

The Easter Family Fun Day features jumping castles, face painting, live
music, food, information stalls, lucky door prizes and the BIG Easter
Egg Hunt accompanied by a special visit from the Easter Bunny.

The 2018 Easter Family Fun Day was very well attended with over 800
people supporting the event over the Easter long weekend. The 2019
Easter Family Fun Day attracted over 2000 people. Although 2020
Easter Family Fun Day was cancelled in response to COVID-19, the
2021 event was held in a COVID-safe format, with two sessions across
the day and free booking system.

Working Dog Statue

Working dogs have long been an important part of the Muswellbrook
Shire’s history —and the Working Dog Statue was placed at Campbell’s
Corner in 2017 in recognition of the Blue Heeler’s local association.
The design was submitted as a possible successor to replace the
Blue Heeler statue opposite Loxton House, and although Newcastle-
based artist Tanya Bartlett’s design was not chosen to replace the
ailing “Hunter’ it gained many admirers — and was subsequently
acquired by Council.

Muswellbrook Art Prize

Council has been a sponsor of this prestigious art competition since it
began in 1958. The Prize has evolved through many changes over its
history and the Muswellbrook Shire Art Collection has been created as
adirectresult of the ongoing acquisitive art competition. Throughout
its history there has been an ongoing financial commitment by local
businesses and industry which has enabled the Prize to be held,
ensuring the development of the Muswellbrook Shire Art Collection
for the education and enjoyment of local residents and tourists
alike. Council gratefully acknowledges the support of the Bengalla
Mining Company Pty Limited for their ongoing commitment to the
Muswellbrook Art Prize over the past 20 plus years. National interest
in the 46th Muswellbrook Art Prize increased in 2018/19 with 4.7%
more interstate entries, from an overall 2% increase in entries across
the board when compared to the previous year.

Muswellbrook Shire Council End of Term Report | 2016 — 21
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Blue Heeler Film Festival

Council’s short film festival captures the imagination of film buffs
throughout the Upper Hunter and surrounding areas. Each festival
has a different theme. Films are submitted in three categories: Junior,
Senior and Open with a special prize awarded to the film voted by
the audience as the “People’s Choice”. The 2016 and 2017 Festivals
were well attended and held over two days, at Highbrook Park in
Muswellbrook and Two Rivers Winery in Denman. The 2018 Festival
featured legendary Australian actress Sigrid Thornton as event
patron, attracting a record audience of over 500 people or 127%
increase on the previous year’s attendances. Following a partnership
between Muswellbrook Shire Counciland the University of Newcastle,
the 2019 Festival represented a significant change of direction. A
scholarship program engaged four students and a supervisor from
the University to be responsible for the content and curation of the
event. The outdoor event was held in the courtyard of the Tertiary
Education Centre. Unfortunately, like the majority of events across
NSW, the 2020 event was impacted by COVID-19 concerns and could
not go ahead.

Blue Heeler Statue

The Blue Heeler statue, was replaced in 2016 by a new two- metre
high statue created by Dubbo artist Brett “Mon” Garling. The
Australian cattle dog, commonly called the Blue Heeler, was bred
by Thomas Hall at Dartbrook, a large property about 12km north of
Muswellbrook, in the 1840's. Seeking a hardy dog capable of coping
with the harsh conditions of the Australian bush he crossed a dingo
with a Northumberland Blue Merle and was instrumental in the
development of this iconic breed. The original statue was erected
in recognition of the cattle dog’s contribution to Australian rural life
and the development of our Blue Heeler in the Hunter.

Author Visits at the Library

Muswellbrook and Denman Libraries regularly host visits, book
launches and readings featuring well-known and much-loved
authors such as Judy Nunn, who launched her book, Khaki Town, to
a crowd of approximately 100 people at the Muswellbrook Library
in 2019. The ever-popular Author Visits program has hosted award-
winning and best-selling authors representing a broad range of
genres including Amanda Hampson, Patrice Newell and Nicole

Alexander.
% >
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%/III L S Richard Gill National Music Academy
”I""““““\\\\ = Council announced the establishment of the Richard Gill National
The Richard Gill National Music Academy Music Academy - an independent primary school based on the vision

of acclaimed music educator and conductor, the late Richard Gill.
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Local Artist Max Watters statue
In 2004, late Max Watters OAM (1936-2020) donated his extensive collection of artworks to the Shire of Muswellbrook, a
collection of over 300 works which showcases some of the most influential names in Australian Contemporary Art. Max
Watters passed away on the 01 February 2020 aged 83 years. In January 2021 Council commissioned well known artist Linda
Klarfeld to render a free-standing three-dimensional life-sized bronze statue depicting Max Watters and acknowledging the
widespread respect and admiration the community feels towards him. The clay model stage has been completed with the
final project due for completion in August 2021.

NAIDOC Week activities and celebrations

Council work in partnership with local Aboriginal organisations to deliver and celebrate local NAIDOC Week activities each
year. The Upper Hunter NAIDOC Week Working Group have held the biennial Upper Hunter NAIDOC Week Awards since
2010 and Council has provided support and sponsorship at each of the Awards Ceremonies. Other activities include the
NAIDOC Week Family Fun Day and Cultural Spectacular and Aboriginal Flag Raising Ceremonies. Council participates and
supports these activities as requested by the Aboriginal Community. In 2017 Council participated in a ceremony where the
Aboriginal Community presented a Statement from Wanaruah that outlined the NAIDOC Committee’s statement of intent
including the passing over of a symbolic bark as a gesture of bringing the Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander community and
the wider community together.
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05: Community Infrastructure

Regional Entertainment and Conference Centre
Council has awarded the winning design and contract for development approval and detailed design of the Regional
Entertainment and Conference Centre to be built in the Muswellbrook Commercial Business District.
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The Noise Abatement Wall
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Bylong Valley Way
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DONALD HORNE BUILDING

Denman Memorial Park
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The Donald Horne Building

In March 2021, Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley,
The Governor of New South Wales, unveiled the foundation stone
of the Donald Horne Building alongside the family of writer and
academic Donald Horne AO, who was raised in Muswellbrook. This
Donald Horne Building will be home to the Upper Hunter Innovation
Hub, which will be a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) facility available for local primary and secondary
schools. this facility will be built in 2020/21 and include a state-of-
the-art Makerspace.

Denman Memorial Hall

The rebuild and refurbishment of Denman Memorial Hall was
completed in 2018/19 with Council inviting the community to
participate in a straw bale rendering event as part of the build.
The newly refurbished Hall is a multi-purpose, energy efficient and
environmentally responsible asset that will serve the community
well into the future.

The hall rebuild creates a multi-purpose space, catering to sit-down
functions, performances with tiered seating, dance, community
meetings, and the future potential to include a community cinema.
The auditorium space is constructed of rendered straw bales and
the air pockets throughout the straw bales provide extremely high
insulation to noise and heat, as well as fire resistance.

Denman Memorial Park

With the installation of playground equipment and the new amenities
block, works at Denman Memorial Park are complete and Council’s
vision of the Denman Town Centre Masterplan have been brought
to fruition. Following the guiding principles of Everyone Can Play
the playground is designed to be accessible to every member of the
community — regardless of age and physical ability. The amenities
block includes a Changing Places facility which will greatly enhance
accessibility and provide an important benefit as an appealing
and inclusive stop-over point for families and those who require
accessible amenities. All projects identified in the Denman Town
Centre Masterplan have been designed to enhance the heritage
aspect of the town as it builds upon existing attractions and develops
as a significant regional tourism destination.
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Victoria Park

The cricket and football fields at Victoria Park have benefitted from
ongoing upgrades and, despite a harsh period of drought when
watering options were limited, now provide high-quality playing
surfaces for these popular sports. Upgrades include the construction
of a new cricket wicket, complete upgrade of the irrigation system
and the installation of chain wire mesh fencing. Importing topsoil,
as well as employing a rigorous spraying program and extensive
ryegrass over-sowing program, has seen the cricket and football
fields returned to quality condition. Ryegrass is an active growing
cool season grass which helps to provide a safe, high-quality playing
surface when warm season grasses are dormant. This reduces the
occurrence of heavily-worn playing surfaces associated with warm
season grass types and the three-week period from the time of
sowing the seed until the field is reopened minimises disruption to
users.

Victoria Park

Muswellbrook Cemetery

Significant capital works, based on the landscape concept plan
created in 2011, were undertaken at Muswellbrook Cemetery during
2017. The update included paths for pedestrian access, as well as
vehicle access for funerals and the installation of traffic bollards at
the cemetery entries. It is proposed that existing trees be preserved
and additional native trees be planted on the western boundary
where there is the potential for the area to become a native garden
of remembrance.

Karoola Dog Park

In 2018, Council opened the refurbished dog park at Karoola Park,
including four fenced sections which are free and accessible to
the public. In addition to the existing agility area, a new space has
been designated for more boisterous dogs, a second for smaller or
older canines and another for dogs that are still learning to socialise.
The upgrade also includes the addition of shelter, rubbish bins and
water stations. Fencing of the area and the agility park, with its
tunnels, weaving poles and balance beams, allows the community
to exercise their companion animals in a safe, friendly and controlled
environment, ensuring that the whole area is secure for dogs, owners
and the general public.
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Williams Bridge

Muswellbrook Shire Council End of Term Report | 2016 — 21 Term Achievements | 34




Pine Donkey Orchid (Diuris tricolor)
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06: Community Leadership

2017/18 Muswellbrook Shire Community Panel

Community Engagement Panel

The Muswellbrook Shire Community Panel was established and convened on three occasions in 2017 with a demographically
representative membership randomly selected from a list of 150 people who had indicated theirinterest to participate during
the course of the 2017 Customer Satisfaction Survey. The Panel adopted a ‘citizen jury’ method, applying the logic of the
criminal jury where citizens are asked to “weigh up the evidence, discuss it as a group and return with a recommendation”,
to provide community feedback on Council’s proposed Special Variation. This ‘deliberative democracy’ approach provides a
voice for residents and improves the level of information and understanding about Council in the community. The Panel was
reconvened in 2018 where participants were provided an update on Council’s Special Variation Projects, presentations on
Council’s finances and services and the opportunity to ask questions of the General Manager and the senior management
team.

Muswellbrook bypass

Council has continued to advocate for the construction of the Muswellbrook Bypass, through representations to both
State and Federal levels of government. In 2019 Council established a Muswellbrook Bypass Advisory Committee with
the function of facilitating Community consultation on all matters relating to the proposed bypass, including the design,
establishing a central interchange and the potential for the Community to build upon opportunities created by the
proposed bypass.
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Denman Town Centre

Denman Town Centre Concept Masterplan

The adopted Denman Town Centre Concept Masterplan aims to inform future planning directions, identify opportunities
forimproved retail, commercial and public activities, improve access in and around the village centre and create high quality
public spaces within the town centre focusing on visibility, access, mix of uses and amenities. It also intends to address
long-standing issues related to stormwater management and parking and provide an opportunity for council to identify,
prioritise and implement different strategic projects within the Denman town centre, in a timely manner.

Bushfire Mapping

In 2017 Council engaged consultants, EcoGeoSpatial, to prepare new bush fire prone land maps for the Shire in accordance
with the latest Rural Fire Service (RFS) Guide For Bush Fire Prone Land Mapping. The mapping was completed and referred
to the RFS for feedback in 2018. The NSW RFS Commissioner certified the updated Muswellbrook Shire Council Bush Fire
Prone Land map on the 24 May 2021. Bush fire prone land mapping assists the RFS to prepare Bush Fire Risk Management
Plans, guides planning requirements and decisions, and alerts community members to the necessity of bush fire survival
plans.
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Library Visits

92,879

33,803

61,181

33,064

Library Loans

56,363

36,215

51,783

83,334

Aquatic Centre Visits

87,628

79,195

58,700

8,798

Art Centre Visits

5,321

4,938

4,190

data not available

Muswellbrook Art Prize
Entrants

710

577

553

881

Local Art Prize Entrants

170

133

140

not held due to
OVvID-19

Website Page Visits

276,762

data not available

276,940

305,705

Facebook Likes

1,675

2,035

3,316

3,770

Development
Applications Lodged

data not available

121

126

168

Service Requests
lodged

3,500

3,342

3,363

3914

New Australian Citizens

Odour

47

20

56

27

Noise

Dust

Erosion Sediment

Illegal Dumping

Wood Smoke
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Council-run Community
Event Participants

155

1,756

1,780

Impacted by
Qvip-19

550

Citizenship Ceremonies

6

4

4

3

3

Income from Grant
funding

$15.1
million

$22.6
million

$20.5
million

$17
million

$28
million”

Roads resealed/
rehabilitated (m2)

181,858

160,700

136,545

99,775

127,707

Footpath works (m2)

1,155

2,080

3,688

4,053

7,400

Occupation Certificates
issued

81

91

84

73

59

Trees Planted

Total waste to landfill
(tonnes)

data not available

2,000

1,500

1,500

data not available

Total household bin waste
disposed of (tonnes)

3,197*

Total recycling collected
(tonnes)

9207*

Total organics processed
(tonnes)

1,743*

E-waste collected (tonnes)

Registered

data not available

data not available

Rescued

260

Returned home
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