MUSWELLBROOK HERITAGE STUDY

Inventory 1996

FORMER HOSPITAL - 37 SOWERBY STREET - MUSWELLBROOK

PRESENT NAME Residence

PREVIOUS/OTHER NAMES Muswellbrook Benevolent Society Hospital

REFERENCE No MUSW/R032

PREVIOUS REFERENCE No

DATE INSPECTED 217st March 1996

LOCATION

STREET No 33-37 STREET NAME Sowerby Street
TOWN/SUBURB Muswellbrook POSTCODE 2333
LOCALITY Muswellbrook

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA Muswellbrook

SITE SKETCH PLAN

Lol

PRESENT OWNER TYPE Private

PROPERTY DETAILS:
a REAL PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Lot 4 DP719055

b SITEAREA 1920m*

c EXISTING ZONING  2(a) - Residential ‘A’

CATEGORY Building

SUB CATEGORY Residence

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION From 1862

ARCHITECT/DESIGNER Alterations attributed to John Horbury Hunt (1880)

BUILDER Unknown

‘56' 301320E, 6428440N AMG
Musewllbrook 9033-I-KN

MAP REFERENCE

PHOTOGRAPH
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For Muswellbrook Shire Council




HERITAGE LISTING HISTORICAL PERIOD

o REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE (AHC) - REGISTERED BUILT USED

O  REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE OF AUST. (AHC) - INTERIM PERIOD

V  REGISTER OF NATIONAL TRUST (NSW)

O  REGISTER OF SIGNIFICANT TWENTIETH CENT. ARCHITECTURE (RAIA) PRE 1800 o o

O  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS HERITAGE AND CONS. REGISTER 1800-1826 O L

O  COMMONWEALTH HISTORIC SHIPWRECKS ACT (DECLARED SITE) 1826-1860 O o

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - PERMANENT CONS. ORDER 1861-1876  / v

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - INTERIM CONS. ORDER 1876-1%00 O v

o HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - SECTION 130 ORDER 1901-1926 O v

a HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - NOMINATION 1926 - 1960 - v

O  NSW GOVT DEPT HERITAGE REGISTER (S170 HERITAGE ACT) 1961-1976 O c

O NP3WS HISTORIC SITES REGISTER POST1976 O o

O  NPZWS ABORIGINAL SITES REGISTER (CONTACT SITES)

O INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS (NSW) HERITAGE REGISTER HISTORICAL THEMES

O  EXISTING HERITAGE STUDY (WRITE NAME BELOW)

7  REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN HERITAGE SCHEDULE S.H.L.P. THEMES LOCAL THEMES

O LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN HERITAGE SCHEDULE

a OomEr Townships The development of Muswellbrook
Health The hospitals of Muswellbrook
Persons Famous architects of NSW

HISTORICAL NOTES

The Muswellbrook Benevolent Society formed in 1849 and later obtained a two acre block of land for use as hospital in 1860. The first building
on this site was opened in 1862. In 1864 the Muswellbrook Benevolent Society opened a seven bed hospital. Early Trustees of the hospital
included John Hobart Cox (Negoa), John Hudson Keys (Bengalla) and James White (Edinglassie). Substantial alterations were made in
response to demand in the 1880's and are attributable to John Horbury Hunt. It was used continuously as a hospital until 1914 when the
hospital moved over to the Bentwood site. Offered for lease in 1915 and eventually sold in 1945 to K W.D. Humphreys. Subsequently known
as his residence, it remained so until sold in 1985.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS / DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS

a  ARCH. STYLE Federation Queen Anne MATERIALS: Exterior Brick and corrrugated iron roof
b  OTHER DETAILS OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

c MODIFICATIONS Extended in the 1880's. Pergola and garden screens recent additions.

d CURRENTCONDITIONS  INTACT O REPAIRS REQUIRED
v ALTERED - UNSYMPATHETIC O ALTERED - SYMPATHETIC
v ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: Some infill to former rear verandah.

INFORMATION SOURCES

WRITTEN Musweilbrook Chronicle 7.8.1985, “Historic Residence for Auction”
Muswellbrook Historical Society records

ORAL

GRAPHIC

EVALUATION CRITERIA (S)=STATE (R)=REGIONAL (L)=LOCAL
HISTORIC RARE v (L) REPRESENTATIVE O
AESTHETIC RARE O REPRESENTATIVE O
SOCIAL RARE v (L) REPRESENTATIVE O
SCIENTIFIC RARE v (L) REPRESENTATIVE O

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building has local historic significance as Muswellbrook's first hospital. Socially the building has local significance for the descendants of
families whom the hospital was an identifiable component of Muswellbrook life and also because of its latter long-term association with an
eminent Muswellbrook family. Scientifically the building has great local significance essentially for its potential to reveal information which could
contribute to an understanding of the delivery of health services in a country town in the mid to late 19th century.
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