MUSWELLBROOK HERITAGE STUDY

‘GELSTON’ - MUSWELLBROOK

Inventory 1996

PRESENT NAME Gelston

REFERENCE No MUSW/R027

STREET No 409 STREET NAME Sandy Creek Road
TOWN/SUBURB Muswellbrook POSTCODE 2333
LOCALITY McCullys Gap

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA MUSWELLBROOK

PREVIOUS/OTHER NAMES PREVIOUS REFERENCE No
DATE INSPECTED 19th May 1995
LOCATION SITE SKETCH PLAN N

S —— —— — -

PRESENT OWNER

TYPE Private

PROPERTY DETAILS:

a REAL PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
PH Rowan DP 16352 Lot 152 DP 571197 Lots 1/2 DP
593335

b SITE AREA 94.190 hectares

c EXISTING ZONING 1(a) - Rural ‘A’
7(L1) - Environment Protection -

Alluvial Areas

CATEGORY Building

SUB CATEGORY Farm Homestead

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 7866

ARCHITECT/DESIGNER Pender Architects

BUILDER Charles J. Skinner

MAP REFERENCE ‘56' 305060E, 6433600N AMG

Aberdeen 9033-1-S
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HERITAGE LISTING HISTORICAL PERIOD

O  REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE (AHC) - REGISTERED BUILT USED

O  REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE OF AUST. (AHC) - INTERIM PERIOD

O  REGISTER OF NATIONAL TRUST (NSW)

O  REGISTER OF SIGNIFICANT TWENTIETH CENT. ARCHITECTURE (RAIA) PRE 1800 o o

O  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS HERITAGE AND CONS. REGISTER 1800-1826 O o

O  COMMONWEALTH HISTORIC SHIPWRECKS ACT (DECLARED SITE) 1826-1860 O o

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - PERMANENT CONS, ORDER 1861-1876 O o

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - INTERIM CONS. ORDER 1876-1%00 v

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - SECTION 130 ORDER 1901-1926 O &

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - NOMINATION 1926-1%60 O -

O  NSW GOVT DEPT HERITAGE REGISTER (S170 HERITAGE ACT) 1961-1976 O o

O  NPSWS HISTORIC SITES REGISTER POST1876 O v

O  NPEWS ABORIGINAL SITES REGISTER (CONTACT SITES)

O INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS (NSW) HERITAGE REGISTER HISTORICAL THEMES

O EXISTING HERITAGE STUDY (WRITE NAME BELOW)

/  REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN HERITAGE SCHEDULE S.H.L.P. THEMES LOCAL THEMES

O  LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN HERITAGE SCHEDULE

/  OTHER Pastoralism Horse and Cattle Breeding
i " A Housing The homesteads of the Muswellbrook area

i i S e Persons Eminent business families of Muswellbrook
HISTORICAL NOTES

Malcolm Campbell, the famous retail magnate, bought Geiston in 1885 from the Halls, pioneers of the Dartbrook area. The homestead was
built for Malcolm’s son, John M. Campbell in 1866, who ran 69 horses, 313 cattle on 700 acres and then lived in the home for 46 years. In 1932
the property was owned by F and L Watts. The house was built from stone quarried at Liddell. It was extended in 1900 when two sections
were united and verandahs extended all round. A new kitchen was added in the 1950's and another room added in 1993.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS / DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS

a  ARCH. STYLE Late Victorian Regency MATERIALS: Exterior Wirought iron entrance gates with
decorative and on stone posts. Timber
shutters on windows. Sandstone, timber,
corrugated iron.

Interior Cedar joinery marble fireplaces,
efched glass.

b  OTHER DETAILS OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE Curtilage partly defined by location of original gateposts and gates
c MODIFICATIONS Extensions and modifications as indicated above.

d CURRENTCONDITIONS « INTACT v REPAIRS REQUIRED
O ALTERED - UNSYMPATHETIC v  ALTERED - SYMPATHETIC

v ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: The most current timber extensions are in harmony with the original
house. Other minor extensions are not (e.g. part verandah enclosure).

INFORMATION SOURCES

WRITTEN  Architecture Thesis by Leon Waldock; Heritage Register - Muswellbrook Shire
ORAL

GRAPHIC

EVALUATION CRITERIA (S)=STATE (R)= REGIONAL (L)=LOCAL

HISTORIC RARE v (L) REPRESENTATIVE O
AESTHETIC RARE v (R) REPRESENTATIVE O
SOCIAL RARE v (R) REPRESENTATIVE O
SCIENTIFIC RARE v (L) REPRESENTATIVE v (R)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Historically the property has local significance for having been associated with an eminent Dartbrook pioneer and then having been buiit upon
by one of the areas most successful later 19th century businessmen. Aesthetically the building is regionally significant for its ranty of type,
quality and detail design. Socially it also has regional significance because of its almost half century association with the Campbeil family.
Scientifically the building is of local significance for its potential to reveal information which could contribute to an understanding of the lifestyle of
a wealthy businessman of the late 19th century in Muswellbrook.
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