MUSWELLBROOK HERITAGE STUDY

Inventory 1996

NURSE LOADERS HOSPITAL - CARL/BROOK STREETS - MUSWELLBROOK

PRESENT NAME Residence

PREVIOUSIOTHER NAMES Orwell Private Hospital and Orwell Lodge

REFERENCE No MUSW/R033

PREVIOUS REFERENCE No

DATE INSPECTED 15th February 1996

LOCATION

TOWN/SUBURB Muswellbrook POSTCODE 2333
LOCALITY Muswellbrook

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA MUSWELLBROOK

STREET No 97 STREET NAME Brook Street (cnr Carf Street)

SITE SKETCH PLAN
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PRESENT OWNER

TYPE Private

PROPERTY DETAILS:
a REAL PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

b SITE AREA 2023n7

c EXISTING ZONING

Cnr. Lot 1 Section 9 DP 758740

2(a) - Residential ‘A’

CATEGORY Buiiding

SUB CATEGORY Residence

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 7909

ARCHITECT/DESIGNER James Hicks, Architect

BUILDER Unknown

‘56' 301460E, 6428180N AMG
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Prepared by The EJE Group

For Muswellbrook Shire Council




HERITAGE LISTING HISTORICAL PERIOD

O  REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE (AHC) - REGISTERED BUILT USED

O  REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE OF AUST. (AHC) - INTERIM PERIOD

0 REGISTER OF NATIONAL TRUST (NSW)

O  REGISTER OF SIGNIFICANT TWENTIETH CENT. ARCHITECTURE (RAIA) PRE 1800 a o

O  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS HERITAGE AND CONS. REGISTER 1800-1826 O a

O  COMMONWEALTH HISTORIC SHIPWRECKS ACT (DECLARED SITE) 182¢-1880 O a

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - PERMANENT CONS. ORDER 1861-1876 O ol

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - INTERIM CONS. ORDER 1876-1%00 O a

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - SECTION 130 ORDER 1901-1928 / v

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - NOMINATION 1926-1960 O v

O  NSW GOVT DEPT HERITAGE REGISTER ($170 HERITAGE ACT) 1961-1976 O 4

O  NPEWS HISTORIC SITES REGISTER POST1976 O 4

O  NPZWS ABORIGINAL SITES REGISTER (CONTACT SITES)

O INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS (NSW) HERITAGE REGISTER HISTORICAL THEMES

O  EXISTING HERITAGE STUDY (WRITE NAME BELOW)

0  REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN HERITAGE SCHEDULE S.H.I.P. THEMES LOCAL THEMES
O  LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN HERITAGE SCHEDULE

O  OTHER Health Muswellbrook’s private hospitals
HISTORICAL NOTES

Nurse Loader (1860-1947) was the town’s midwife and this was her private hospital from 1909 to 1922. It was then sold but it continued to
operate as a private hospital. She called it Orwell Lodge and within 13 years delivered more than 1,000 babies. The Lodge was described in
1910 by the Muswellbrook Chronicle as a “beautifully situated hospital equipped in the most up-to-date hygienic manner and is now open to
receive patients.”

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS / DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS

a ARCH. STYLE Federation MATERIALS: Exterior Brick, weatherboard and corrugated
galvanised iron.

b OTHER DETAILS OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE Fibro extensions to rear building (original weatherboard operating room). Enclosed
front verandah.

¢  MODIFICATIONS

d CURRENTCONDITIONS  INTACT O REPAIRS REQUIRED
v ALTERED - UNSYMPATHETIC O ALTERED - SYMPATHETIC
~ ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: Some windows replaced with aluminium windows.

INFORMATION SOURCES

WRITTEN Muswellbrook Chronicle 22.10.1910; 12.4.1911; 28.2.1936; 12.9.1982

ORAL

GRAPHIC

EVALUATION CRITERIA (S)=STATE (R)= REGIONAL (L)=LOCAL

HISTORIC RARE v (L) REPRESENTATIVE O
AESTHETIC RARE O REPRESENTATIVE v (R)
SOCIAL RARE v (L) REPRESENTATIVE O
SCIENTIFIC RARE v (L) REPRESENTATIVE O
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building has great local significance historically for being the only known example of a private hospital founded in Muswellbrook at the tum
of the century. Aesthetically the building is interesting compositionally but is simply representative of type at a regional level. It has great social
significance locally for its part in the lives of generations of Muswellbrook residents. Scientifically it is also of local significance for its potential to
reveal information which could contribute to an understanding of the provision and form of private health services in an Upper Hunter town in
the early 20th century.
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