MUSWELLBROOK HERITAGE STUDY

Inventory 1996

SCHOOL OF ARTS / TOWN HALL SITE - 1871 -M K

PRESENT NAME Art Gallery and Town Hall

PREVIOUS/OTHER NAMES

REFERENCE No MUSW/R044

PREVIOUS REFERENCE No

DATE INSPECTED 13th February 1996

LOCATION

STREET No 3-5 STREET NAME Bridge Street (cnr William Streef)
TOWN/SUBURB Muswellbrook POSTCODE 2333

LOCALITY Muswellbrook

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA MUSWELLBROOK

SITE SKETCH PLAN

b LIC

PRESENT OWNER TYPE Local Government

PROPERTY DETAILS:

a REAL PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Pt Sec. 2

b SITE AREA 885.864m*

¢ EXISTING ZONING 5(a) - Special Uses ‘A’

CATEGORY Building

SUB CATEGORY Town Hall

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 7871

ARCHITECT/DESIGNER Unknown

BUILDER Unknown

MAP REFERENCE

'56' 301020E, 6428020N AMG
Muswellbrook 9033-II-N

Jme § =

PHOTOGRAPH




HERITAGE LISTING HISTORICAL PERIOD

O  REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE (AHC) - REGISTERED BUILT USED

O  REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL ESTATE OF AUST. (AHC) - INTERIM PERIOD

O  REGISTER OF NATIONAL TRUST (NSW)

/  REGISTER OF SIGNIFICANT TWENTIETH CENT. ARCHITECTURE (RAIA) PRE 1800 o “

O  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS HERITAGE AND CONS. REGISTER 1800-1826 O o

O  COMMONWEALTH HISTORIC SHIPWRECKS ACT (DECLARED SITE) 1826-1860 O a

o HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - PERMANENT CONS. ORDER 1861-1876  / v

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - INTERIM CONS. ORDER 187¢-1%00 O v

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - SECTION 130 ORDER 1901-1926 O v

O  HERITAGE COUNCIL REGISTER - NOMINATION 1926-160 O v

O NSW GOVT DEPT HERITAGE REGISTER (S170 HERITAGE ACT) 1961-1876 O of

O  NP&WS HISTORIC SITES REGISTER POST1976 O 7

O  NPRWS ABORIGINAL SITES REGISTER (CONTACT SITES)

O INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS (NSW) HERITAGE REGISTER HISTORICAL THEMES

O EXISTING HERITAGE STUDY (WRITE NAME BELOW)

O  REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN HERITAGE SCHEDULE S.H.I.P. THEMES LOCAL THEMES

O  LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN HERITAGE SCHEDULE

O  OTHER Social Institutions The School of Arts movement

in Muswellbrook

Cuiltural Sites Muswellbrook Art Gallery

HISTORICAL NOTES

Built in 1871 as School of Arts on the previous site of 1867 School of Arts. In 1913 the building was extended. The Mural to the Art Gallery
was painted in 1988 by the well known artist Brigette Hansen, however, the mural is beginning to show signs of wear and should be repaired by
the artist. The Old Rotary Room is located at the rear of the School of Arts building and is thought to have been constructed in 1958.
Interestingly the Rotary International sign is still evident above the rear door. The Historical Scciety also house their maps and other large
documents in the rear second floor rooms.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS / DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS

N ARCH. STYLE Federation Free Style MATERIALS: Exterior Red brick with cream-painted
rendered decoration.

b  OTHER DETAILS OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

¢ MODIFICATIONS See befow

d CURRENT CONDITIONS V INTACT O REPAIRS REQUIRED
O ALTERED - UNSYMPATHETIC O ALTERED - SYMPATHETIC
v ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: Extended with Pizza parlour addition at Ground Level. Little evidence of
initial building at street front. Old Rotary Room located at rear of building.

INFORMATION SOURCES

WRITTEN Muswellbrook Heritage Streetscape Study, Sheet No. M/12

ORAL

GRAPHIC

EVALUATION CRITERIA (S)=STATE (R)=REGIONAL (L)=LOCAL

HISTORIC RARE v (L) REPRESENTATIVE O
AESTHETIC RARE v (L) REPRESENTATIVE v (R)
SOCIAL RARE v (L) REPRESENTATIVE O
SCIENTIFIC RARE v (L) REPRESENTATIVE O

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Historically the building is of local significance since it has charted the development of cultural activities in Muswellbrook over the past century.
It continues to be used for culural purposes. Aesthetically the building is a distinctive and rare local example of a type of architecture which
celebrated the liberating effects of the new century. Socially the building continues to have strong local significance for providing a centre for
the cultural needs of the Muswellbrook community. Scientifically the building is of local significance for its potential to reveal information about
the manner of development of cultural activity in Muswellbrook over the past century.

Prepared by The EJE Group For Muswellbrook Shire Council






